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Djibouti 


Sudanese Leader Announces New Peace Initiatives 


EA1601155890 Paris AFP 1.: English 1426 GMT 
16 Jan 90 


[By Veronica Forwood] 


[Text] Djibouti, Jan 16 (AFP)}—Sudan’s military ruler 
Gencral ‘Umar Hasan al-Bashir on Tuesday said Egypt 
was atlempting to set up a new round of peace talks 
between his junta and rebels of the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army [SPLA]. 


Gen al-Bashir told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that at 
his request President Hosni Mubarak would make con- 
tact with the rebels to propose new talks in Cairo 
following earlier rounds in Addis Ababa in August and 
Nairobi in December. 


He said he believed that President Mubarak, who is 
currently chairman of the Organization of African Unity 
(OAU), had already started contacts with the rebel 
movement. 


Gen al-Bashir, who arrived here Monday to attend a 
summit meeting of the six-nation inter-governmental 
authority on drought and development (IGADD), said 
only that “it remains to be seen”, when asked what new 
initiative his government would propose. 


He had asked President Mubarak to seek to open new 
talks in a message he sent to Cairo in December, he said, 
and felt the Egyptian Government would know the best 
way to approach the rebels. 


He hoped new peace talks would be held “as soon as 
possible”. 


The last talks, chaired by former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, broke down in Nairobi on December 5 after less 
than a week. 


The SPLA blamed the failure on Khartoum’s intransi- 
gence over Islamic shari‘a law, whose application the 
rebels strongly oppose, particularly for its penal code 
which calls for floggings and amputations. 


Gen. al-Bashir took power in Khartoum in June last year 
pledging to end the war waged since 1983 by the SPLA 
rebels, who are seeking to free the south from domina- 
tion by the predominantly Arab and Islamic north. 


Gen al-Bashir said preparations were under way for the 
lifting of a government suspension of relief flights into 
Sudan so that phase two of a U.N. aid effort for the 
war-ravaged country, operation Lifetime Sudan, could 
begin. 


Khartoum suspended the flights following the bombing 
of Yirol in south Sudan at the end of October on the 
grounds that it needed time to investigate. The SPLA 
accused the government of responsibility for the 
bombing. 
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General al-Bashir declined to give a date for which relief 
for which aid flights might resume, but said it depended 
on few funding and on measures being taken to secure 
“corridors of peace”. 


There are no differences between the government in 
Khartoum and the United Nations, he said. 


The junta however wanted phase two of the aid opera- 
tion to be extended to deliver food to areas outside south 
Sudan, and to include supplies for displaced southerners 
who have fled north to the Khartoum region. 


Gen. al-Bashir also said all but two of the political figures 
jailed when the junta seized power on June 30 had since 
been released. Both were members of the Sudanese 
Communist Party. 


Of those arrested since, he said 60 were still being held, 
of which some would be released and some put on trial. 


Earlier Tuesday Gen. al-Bashir met with Djibouti Pres- 
ident Hassan Gouled Aptidon, with whom he said he 
notably discussed security in the Red Sea, where three 
ships have in recent days been fired on by Eritrean 
rebels. 


Ethiopia 


‘Liquidation Operation’ Launched in Gonder 


FA1601131690 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] Residents of Debre Tabor and members of 
(?three) peasant associations in Fert Province in 
southern Gonder administrative area in a campaign they 
carried out to wipe out the Weyanes Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front [TPLF] from 27th Tahisas [5 January 
1990] destroyed many members of the group captured 
53 TPLF members and seized 90 heavy and light arms, 
thousands of rounds of ammunition, thousands of cash 
items of medical equipment and medicine. 


In the operation the peasants were coordinated by the 
chairmen of their associations. Among the weapons are: 
.50 caliber guns; launchers; BM machineguns; hand 
grenades and automatic guns, ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY reported this evening. The details are pre- 
sented by Etse Hiywet Demise. 


{Begin Etse Hiywet recording] The liquidation operation 
was carried out by, among others, the (Gentegna) peas- 
ants association members, who chased the TPLF group 
hiding in their area, and captured 28 TPLF members, 
1.50 caliber gun, 3 launchers, 10 Kalashnikovs, 20 hand 
grenades, a lot of cash and other property. The 
(Mengede) peasants association members, in a liquida- 
tion exercise they carried out in their area, captured 13 
bandits, | launcher, 8 hand grenades, 5 Kalashnikovs, 
1,400 rounds of ammunition and a lot of cash. In a 
similar manner, the (Terk) peasant association members 
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captured six TPLF members, three hand grenades and 
three Kalashnikovs, it was reported. 


Likewise, the Debre Tabor residents, in fighting around 
their area, besides the support they gave to the revolu- 
tionary army and the people’s militia, recently collected 
various heavy weapons, radios, medical equipment, 
medicine, anti-people propaganda leaflets and lamps, 
and handed them over to the government. Of the seized 
iterns, all but the .50 caliber guns and launchers were 
given to the people, in accordance with the directives 
given by the national revolutionary campaign center. 
The liquidation operation has been increased. 


On the other front, the people of (Gera Midir) Province 
of northern Shewa administrative area, in a search for a 
TPLF group, which had been dispersed by the revolu- 
tionary army and people’s militia, captured numerous 
weapons. The people of the area seized captured 
numerous weapons, One launcher, much ammunition, 
domestic animals used by the bandits, and various other 
items. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Rebel Army Reports Heavy Dergue Losses 


EA1701220190 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1900 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] The People’s Army of Ethiopian People’s Revo- 
lutionary Democratic Front [EPRDF], is dealing severe 
blows to the enemy around Dese. 


The People’s Army of the EPRDF, accompanied by 
populzr support, has carried out a [word indistinct] 
operation on ''mited enemy fronts arovnd Dese. In the 
attack which was carried out on the enemy divisions in 
Kuta Ber and Hayk on 14 January, the enemy sustained 
heavy losses in men and material. As a result of the 
heavy defeat and losses, as well as the great threat to its 
troops, it was forced to discontinue the advance of its 
troops toward Were Ilu. The battle continued until 
yesterday, 15 January. 


An additional heavy loss was sustained by the enemy 
force in yesterday's engagement. We will give you 
detailed reports on this battle in our future broadcasts. 


* Eritrean War Defying Diplomatic Solution 


34000905A Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
17 Nov 89 p 6 


[Article by Tom Mshindi: “It Is a No-Win Situation in 
the Eritrean Conflict’’] 


[Text] Apart from the Sudan conflict, there is no other 
civil strife in Africa that has lasted so long and inflicted 
so much damage and death on a country as the Ethiopian 
tragedy being played , > the northern provinces of Eritrea 
and Tigray. The Chauian conflict might have laid claim 
to this had it lasted longer than ‘t did. 
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Ever since 1962, blood has spilled in varying degrees of 
intensity as the war either picked up or calmed down 
int) an intermittent exchange of gunfire, ambushes and 
hit-and-run strikes. The advantage of the war has swung 
now one way, then the other but a war-battered people 
no longer care about the causes, only the wish to see the 
end of the war. 


For over six months now, the war between the Ethiopian 
government and the rebels in Eritrea—the Eritrean Peo- 
ples’ Liberation Front (EPLF), has been suspended to 
give a chance to the peace talks now going on between 
the two. The second round of the preliminary talks 
brokered by Mr Jimmy Carter, the former U.S. presi- 
dent, start in Nairobi on November 20. The first round 
of the talks ended in Atlanta, Georgia in the second week 
of September. 


These talks are not to be confused with the other ones 
between the Tigre Peoples’ Liberation Front (TPLF) and 
the Ethiopian government which were held in Rome last 
week, and which are set to resume next month. However, 
the two rebel groups have been known to co-operate in 
the past to achieve their ambition to secede from 
Ethiopia. 


Faced with the twin challenges from the north, and 
determined that the recurrent drought—which is partly a 
result of the prolonged fighting—does not kill people 
unnecessarily, the Addis government 1s determined that 
the Nairobi talks will successfully thrash out the prelim- 
inary points and establish a firm agenda for the substan- 
tive discussions which should follow. 


The story behind the present tragic saga in northern 
Ethiopia is a long one. Eritrea province, which occupies 
45,405 square miles (73,000 sq kms) in the northern part 
of the country has always been part of Ethiopia although 
pre-colonial political organisation was established along 
quasi-independent social units. 


But historical occurrences ruptured the relationship sev- 
eral times. The part now known as Eritrea was under the 
Turks (1557-1865), and later under the Egyptians (1865- 
1884). later, during the period 1890 until 1941, it was 
occupied by Italian colonialists and, between 1942 and 
1952, it was under the British rule. At each point the 
central government in Addis mobilised forces to drive 
out the invaders. 


It was particularly appealing to the Italians because of its 
ocean frontage—the Red Sea, and Ethiopia's two fore- 
most ports, Assab and Massawa, are in the province. 
Obviously. the Italians felt that by controlling Eritrea 
which, again is the seat of much of the early Ethiopian 
civilisation, they would finally subjugate the entire 
country. In fact, they were able to do this between 1936 
and 1941, the only period during which all Ethiopia was 
occupied. 


When finally Italy was forced to leave Ethiopia in 1941 
after losing the war to the Allies, Eritrea became a British 
protectorate against the wishes of the majority of the 
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Eritreans who wished for integration. However, the 
advent of the Britons also marked the beginnings of a 
popular—though clandestine organisation Fikre Hager 
Maheber (Love for Country), which was determined to 
fight the British. 


But in keeping with their well-known tactics of d.ivide- 
and-rule, the British encouraged the development of 
such reactionary forces like the Liberal Progressive Party 
(pro-Italian) and the Rabita El-Ismailia, whose role 
seems to have been to ship up divisive religious senti- 
ments. But the popular Unionist Party was able to attract 
more support and soon became the largest party. 


An informed Ethiopian source in Nairobi informed the 
NATION during a interview that there is evidence which 
shows that when the British realised that their intentions 
were going to fail, they circulated negative propaganda to 
the effect that the Addis government would not be able 
to govern Eritrea. 


“They even tried to incorporate the western lowlands 
into the Sudan, which was then being administered by 
Egypt and Britain,” he said. 


The fighting and agitation in the region forced the allies 
(Britain, the Soviet Union, the United States and 
France), in 1948 to dispatch a four-man commission to 
Eritrea to sound out the people and discover their 
wishes. The commission endorsed the legitimacy of the 
Unionist Party and the wishes of the people for a unified 
State. But they would not reach a consensus on which 
form of government was to be adopted. 


The stalemate forced the UN in 1950 to send its own 
delegation (Burma, Guatemala, Norway, Pakistan, and 
South Africa) to Eritrea but again they failed to reach a 
consensus. Later, when the question was discussed in the 
UN, the U.S. prevailed upon the other members to 
accept a federal solution. 


It was an arrangement which seemed to work through 
forcible enforcement until 1962, when the regional par- 
liament in Eritrea voted unanimously for a unified state. 
This was duly effected but the EPLF had been born a 
year earlier, in September 1961, “to take up armed 
struggle”. Eritrea and Ethiopia were finally integrated in 
November 1962. 


What followed was a terrible war, first against the regime 
of Emperor Haile Selassie, and later (up to now), against 
the government of Mengistu Haile Mariam. The cost on 
either side has been colossal and even if the war were to 
end now, it would require decades for the country to 
fully replace. Total deaths are *stimated to run into 
hundreds of thousands. 


The impressive road network, the factories that were the 
pride of the Eritrean province (mainly a legacy o% its 
colonial history) have been destroyed by mortar, and 
where they run, it is just military machines. The 
northern part of the country is virtually under a state of 
emergency because of the presence of the war. Free 
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movement is Only possible only under heavy guard, and 
even this is risky. But the ravages of war are being felt all 
over the country. 


The prolonged fighting, fleeing people—there is an esti- 
mated 600,000 Eritrean refugees scattered around the 
world—have left a barren land and hunger has taken its 
toll. The UN estimates that more people may die as a 
result of hunger than from the war. 


The source informed me that there have been a number 
of informal attempts by the Addis government to get the 
rebels to agree to discuss, but this has not been possible 
because of too many preconditions placed on the agree- 
ment to talk. So, the war has dragged on, both sides have 
boasted of great victories, but no outright victor has 
emerged. 


The entire economy of the country has stagnated and, 
between 1984 and 1988, average GDP [gross domestic 
product] growth was !.9 percent only. The agricultural 
sector has stagnated as has the industrial one because 
over half the national budget is going into financing the 
war. 


All eyes are now on the Nairobi talks an! everyone with 
any sympathy for African unity and for the Ethiopians 
must be praying for a favourable outcome. It may well be 
the last real chance to resolve the conflict in which there 
is no outright winner except the foreigners who are 
fuelling the conflict. 


¢ Ina follow-up article, we shall elaborate on the issues 
to be discussed and weight the possibility for success 
of the talks. 


* EPLF Rebels Operate Elaborate Administration 


34000905B Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
15 Nov 89 p 18 


[Article by Sean Hamill: “Rebels With a Vision’’] 


[Text] Freedom fighters’ classrooms under the trees are 
common enough in nations riven by independence dis- 
putes, but not many rebels also run operating theatres, 
pharmaceutical laboratories, printing works. farms and 
macaroni factories. 


The administration of large areas of territory controlled 
by the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) in the 
Horn of Africa is so sophisticated it is evident that the 
step to self-government would be a short one. 


Peace-lovers hope that step can be taken soon—talks 
between the EPLF and the Ethiopian Government have 
siarted in the United States—but if it is not, the rebels 
are ready to resume Africa’s longest-running war while 
continuing a uniquely farsighted programme of educa- 
tion and industry. 


The EPLF claims to control or have a presence in most 
of the province of Eritrea, bordering on the Red Sea. But 
much activity takes place at night, underground or in the 
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shelter of valleys—the memories of a MiG air attack on 
a school has made the EPLF cautious. 


It was as far back as 1962 that political discontent arose 
when Eritrea became an integral part of the Ethiopian 
empire. 


Bloody civil war in the 1970s saw many major towns fall 
into the hands of the secessionists. But the government, 
whether imperial us.u.; Haile Selassie or Marxist under 
Mengistu Ha.le Mariam, was fearful of losing its only 
two ports, Assab and Massawa, and continued to exert 
pressure on the rebels throughout the 1980s. 


Whatever the assistance—American or later Soviet and 
Cuban—the Ethiopians found it impossible to dislodge 
the Eritreans from most of the 45,405 square miles 
(73,000 sq kms) of magnificent but barren landscape the 
Eritreans call home. 


The overriding belief in Eritrea is that education is the 
key to the future. Armed fighters can be seen not 400 
yards trom the Ethiopian trenches studying textbooks, 
attending classes and sitting examinations. 


The education network is based on the huge Zero Rev- 
olutionary School in the Orota district, which borders 
Sudan in the north. 


Here some 4,500 students aged between seven and 
sixteen attend classes in rattan-roofed shacks spread 
under trees along the valley. 


It is only recently that classes returned to the valley floor 
from the surrounding hi!ls. The caution is the result of an 
air strike which killed children lining up for vaccination 
in an exposed playing field in 1984. 


Today a MiG patrol brings a well-drilled response: 
individuals freeze in place while groups in the open 
scatter. There have been no new attacks, however, and 
fly-overs are ignored as students resume their p.epara- 
tions for end-of-term celebrations. 


A marching band parades with drums, rehearsing for the 
graduation ceremony. 


Elsewhere in EPLF-controlled territory, technical 
schools offer lessons in woodwork, motor mechanics and 
at a fundamental level the recycling and reusing of 
materials. 


Engines from every vehicle the Eritreans possess are 
assembled, dismantled and reassembled by the students. 
Immaculate supply trucks roar past, apparently brand 
new but actually 10 years old, just lovingly cared for. 


Hidden beneath trees and often underground, the Eri- 
treans maintain numerous factories and workshops. 


One low, dark doorway leads to a subterranean printing 
unit where textbooks, technical material and newsletters 
are designed and printed. 
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A small building houses a sandal factory, mass- 
producing the rubber footwear ubiquitous in Eritrea. 
There is a macaroni factory and another well-hidden 
building produces !.6 tonnes of child food supplements 
a day. 


One of the priorities in ihe early days of fighting was 
medical care for the wounded. This now extends to 
fully-equipped operating theatres run by srirgeons and 
doctors who have trained abroad, a microbiology labo- 
ratory and pharmaceutical production unit capable of 
manufacturing 28 different drugs to international 
standards. 


Gebremichael Mengistu, field co-ordinator for the Er- 
trean Relief Agency, the EPLF’s administrative arm, 
explained the philosophy at work: “Our mai objectives 
are to generate our Own food supply aiid agricultural 
development projects such as one we have at Nacfa.” 


Nacfa, close to the present front line, was destroyed 10 
years ago and recaptured by the EPLF a year ago. 


The agricultural projects are aimed at reviving areas 
destroyed by fighting, and experiment with growing of 
different types of vegetables. On a recent visit I saw 
grapes, tomatoes, cabbages and fruit bushes in profusion. 


The projects provide food and work for returning 
Eritreans. 


Mengistu said the Eritreans also supported people who 
have been forced from their homes by the war. 


“More than 400,000 displaced by the fighting are being 
looked after in settlement camps...our primary objective 
is to look after these people while encouraging them to be 
as self-reliant as possible.” 


Another task that falls to the fledgling bureaucracy is the 
administration of prisoner-of-war camps. 


Ethiopian prisoners | talked to in a camp of some | ,000 
to 2,000 said they were well treated and got the same 
food as their captors. 


Education classes were available to them, to. 


No figure was available for PoWs. Often they are 
released in batches. 


* Nairobi Talks Seek End to 28-Year Conflict 


34000905C Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
24 Nov 89 p 6 


[Text] The talks between the Ethiopian Government and 
the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front are currently 
underway in Nairobi with a view to finding lasting 
solution to the conflict that has been going on for the last 
28 years. 


For centuries, Ethiopians have fought back foreign 
aggressors to defend their independence and territorial 
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integrity. Millions have lost their lives in many battles 
against these alien invaders. 


But, today, the scenario is even more tragic. Whereas for 
centuries Ethiopians rallied together to defend their land 
from invaders, today they are fighting among them- 
selves. Coupled with the concomitant destruction and 
famine, the anguish of the people is beyond quantifica- 
tion. The current Ethiopian tragedy viewed against the 
proud history of the country is simply tear-jerking. 


Ethiopia has existed as an independent entity for over 
3,000 years. During this time, her problem has been not 
that of independence or self-determination, but one of 
defending that independence from foreign aggressors. 


If one traces back to only the last few centuries the Turks 
occupied the island of Massawa and made a series of 
unsuccessful attempts to conquer the hinterland; the 
Egyptians again occupied Massawa in 1972; the Mah- 
dists from the Sudan tried to invade Ethiopia but failed. 
All these attempts were repulsed by the country’s armies 
mobilised by the central government or the government 
appointed administrators of other areas invaded. 


These foreign invasions happened to first affect the 
northern part of the country because of its proximity to 
the Red Sea, the strategic importance of which has been 
of vital interest to foreigners. The tremendous sacrifice 
paid by the people of Ethiopia to defend the territorial 
integrity of that part of the country, then known as Midri 
Bahri, is a living memory Ethiopians cherish most. 


At the end of the 19th century, when European powers 
scrambled to colonise Africa, the Italians set their eyes 
on Ethiopia and occupied Massawa. After overcoming 
fierce resistance and a series of initial reverses, the 
Italians occupied part of Midri Bahri, which they later 
renamed Eritrea, in 1890. 


In an attempt to further fulfill their colonial ambitions, 
they advanced from there into the hinterland until they 
met with the most humiliating defeat at the hands of the 
then Emperor Menelik’s army at the battle of Adwa by 
proceeding north to drive out the Italians from Eritrea 
because of various reasons. 


The enemy's modern fire power had already inflicted 
heavy casualties on his hastily mobilised and ill- 
equipped army. Emperor Menelik also had immense 
logistical problems, a situation which was made worse 
due to the great famine in the area at that time. In 
addition, Emperor Menelik also had to pay attention to 
the resurgence of the Mahdists. Above all, the Italian 
army, was by then, well placed in Eritrea and was being 
reinforced. 


Consequently, Emperor Menelik decided to wait for the 
best opportunity to drive out the Italians. However, this 
did not materialise in his life time. 


Using Eritrea as a springboard, the Italians, armed with 
the most advanced weapon the technology of the times 
could produce, again invaded Ethiopia in 1935. The 
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Ethiopian people, including large numbers from the 
Eritrean region, fought the Italians to defend the 
country. 


It may be interesting to note that some of the glorious 
pages of Ethiopian resistance agairis. colonial occupation 
are written by the Eritrean sons of the country. 


The Italian occupation came to an end in 1941, and the 
Eritrean population for obvious historical, cultural. 
ethnic and social reasons, expressed their strong desire to 
reunite with the rest of the country. 


The hopes of the people could not materialise because 
the allies, in their joint conspiracy to colonise Africa, 
decided to put that part of Ethiopia under British 
adrninistration. 


In the wake of the establishment of another alien rule, 
the Unionist Party of Eritrea began its determined 
struggle for the unconditional reunion of Eritrea with the 
motherland. 


Subsequently, the allies, ignoring the wishes of the 
people for unity, referred the matter to the United 
Nations. The UN set up a commission which later found 
out that the overall majority of the Eritrean population 
favoured reunion with Ethiopia. 


Because of conflicting interests among the superpowers, 
the desire of the Eritrean population for unity was 
ignored, and the UN decided on a federal arrangement 
with Ethiopia. The federal arrangement lasted for the 10 
years, after which it was unanimously rejected in favour 
of complete reunification with Ethiopia by the very 
representatives of the Eritrean population, is Eritrean 
Assembly. 


It can, therefore, be clearly seen that the conflict that 
ensued causing inexplicable sufferings to millions of 
people is a direct result of alien intervention in the 
affairs of a close-knit society linked by blood, language, 
culture, religion, common traditions, folklore and 
mythology from time immemorial. 


Had it not been for the Italian occupation of Eritrea for 
a brief period, would so many Ethiopians have died in 
the cruel fratricidal war that has ravaged the northern 
part of the country for so long? 


Perhaps, it is a futile question to ask at this stage, but 
what best could be done now is for the Ethiopian 
brothers to settle their artificial differences inherited 
from foreign intervention while they are here in Nairobi 
in the real spirit of brotherhood and give Ethiopia the 
most needed gift of peace! 
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Kenya 


Moi Receives Message ‘rom Afghan President 


EA1501203590 Nairobi KNA in English 1605 GMT 
15 Jan 90 


[Text] Nairobi, 15 Jan (KNA)}—President Daniel arap 
Moi today at State House Nairobi received a special 
message from President Najibullah of Afghanistan. 


The message was delivered by the deputy foreign min- 
ister of Afghanistan, Mr Muhammad Farouk Karmand. 


Also present were Kenya's minister for forcign affairs 
and international co-operation, Dr Robert Ouko and an 
official in the Afghanistan Foreign Ministry, Mr. (Amal 
Momand). 


Somalia 


SNM Rebels Report Dec Attack on Madar 


EA160; 132890 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Text] Our correspondent in the 17th Somali National 
Movement [SNM] base of the sixth [words indistinct] 
says that at the end of last December the moribund 
soldiers still loyal to the Mogadishu tyrant of Siad Barre 
carried out a suicidal attack on Madar, 2 km southeast of 
Berbera. These soldiers were from the | Sth Battalion of 
Siad Barre, who were cut off at Berbera after the SNM 
liberation forces had besieged them from all sides and 
denied them movement in the last few months. The 
correspondent said this had kept them ignorant of events 
in the country, and especially of the situation of their 
families. The correspondent says these matters forced 
the soldiers to evacuate Berbera in a suicidal manner to 
reach Madar. 


SNM forces [words indistinct] attacked them and 
inflicted heavy losses on them in lives and injuries. Later 
those [word indistinct] returned to their large enclosure 
in Berbera. The SNM fighters suffered no |osses. 


* Somali Rebel Chief Silyano on SNM Aims 


34000911 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English; 
23 Nov 89 p 6 


[Article by Michel Sailham: “Tactically Strong, Somali 
Rebels Lack Clear Politics”] 


[Text] Rebels fighting to bring down President 
Mohamed Said Barre’s regime have made spectacular 
military gains, but seem short on practical ideas of what 
they would do if they won ‘he battle. 


“The Mogadishu Government is of “a brutality that has 
no parallel in the rest of the world’, SNM [Somali 
National Movement] President Ahmed Mohamed 
Silanyo told an AFP reporter at its headquarters south of 
the northern capital, Hargeisa. [quotations as printed] 
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“Barre has no parallel. We want an egalitarian system, a 
democratic form of government, free elections and a 
multiparty system,” Silanyo said. setting out the aims of 
the Somali National Movement, which was founded in 
London in 1981. 


He accused troops loyal to Major-(seneral Barre, who 
has held power for two decades, of kiting and wounding 
more than 50,000 people in northern Somalia in the past 
18 months, mainly in heavy bombing raids against 
civilians. Many victims are Issaqs, who consider them- 
selves ignored by Mogadishu. 


In May, the SNM launched a major offensive against 
main towns in the north. Though swiftly forced to pull 
out, it took control of vast tracts of territory east of the 
border with Djibouti and of several smaller towns, 
including Zeila and Loyada. 


Four SNM divisions surround Hargeisa, a correspondent 
iravelling through the region was told as he looked down 
on the abandoned town from the highlands with the 
rebel Commander-in-Charge. But Colonel Mohamed Ali 
Omar, a deserter. would not say how exactly many rebels 
fighters he led. 


The SNM pulled out of Hargeisa for “tactical reason” in 
August, but sends reconnaissance teams in at night. 
Government troops hold a nearby barracks and airport. 
The 80,000 inhabitants have fled. 


The rebels want full control over roads from Hargeisa to 
Borama in the west and the northeastern Port of Berbera, 
but government troops have mined access to the roads 
and shot at the SNM patrol taking in this reporter and a 
photographer early one morning. 


Well-equipped, heavily armed, most of the fighters ques- 
tioned by AFP, were unable to give a clear account of the 
rebel movement's goals, no withstanding the policies 
sketched by Silanyo. 


“People are fighting. but they don't know why,” one 
SNM intellectual said of the war that has pitted Sunni 
Muslims of the same faith and the same language against 
each other. “All these ideas of democracy are on paper. it 
iS NOt put into practice.” 


As moderate Muslims, SNM militants reject any torm of 
fundamentalism and often forget their daily duties of 
prayer. “First we fight, then we'll see,” said one, Ibrahim 
Ahmed Moussa. 


Most often, the rebels compared themselves with the 
Muslim guerrillas fighting the Communist government 
in Afghanistan. “We are the Mujahedeen of the horn of 
Africa,” as one put it. 


“Barre always regarded Issaqs as a threat,” said Siianyo. 
“The North has a lot of grievances, underdevelopment, 
repression. We are at the receiving end.” 
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The intellectual, who asked not to be named, believes the 
political vacuum stems from the fact that “no leader has 
emerged so far from the fighting”. 


“We believe we can win the war,” he added, “but there 
will still be a long way to go in terms of politics.” 


Silanyo, who was a minister under raajyor-General Barre 
until 1982, is not a fighter and his authority has been 
contested several times. The Movement's Central Com- 
mittee of 47 only includes seven soldiers, all colonels 
who deserted form the regular army and no guerrilla 
leaders. 


There are also only seven Issags on the Central Com- 
mittee, though most of the Movement’s thousands of 
combatants are drawn from the Northern clan. Last year, 
the SNM reached an accord with the neighbouring Issa 
people on the fight against Central Authority. 


But most of the high-ranking officers who have defected 
to the rebels come, like much of the Somali army itself, 
from the Ogaden clan. Internationally, the Movement 
could well find itself sh:rt of heavyweight allies. 


The Soviet Union has ir the past backed the regime in 
Mogadishu, which began as a revolutionary government 
but has over the years turned into what almost resembles 
a Barre family concern. 


The Major-General switched to Washington at the begin- 
ning of the Ogaden war against Moscow's Ethiopian 
allies in 1977. 


The United States has recently closely tied its backing for 
the government to an improvement in its widely criti- 
cised human rights records, but it is clear that the 
political future of the SNM rebels will largely depend on 
its ability to extend its support among the patchwork of 
clans in Somalia. 


Uganda 


* Paper Assesses Four Years of NRM Rule 


34000902A Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
6 Nov 89 pp 6-7 


[Article by Rosalind Boyd: “Search for Democracy™] 


[Text] Uganda's recent history will be familiar to most 
CANADIAN DIMENSION readers: the terrorizing 
eign of Idi Amin from 1971 to 1979; the Uganda 
National Liberation Front ousting of Amin with the 
assistance of the Tanzanian army; the terror of “Obote 
II's regime”, often described as worse for the citizenry 
than Amin’s dictatorship, the civil war of the 1980s. 
particularly within the Luwero Triangle area north of 
Kampala where thousands of people were massacred and 
whole villages desecrated; the West's fascination with 
Alice Lakwen a Lakwenaism, and the stories of AIDS. 


Uganda has had 10 governments in 26 years, only two of 
which were elected. Anyone of these features would 
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make a country the pariah of the international commu- 
nity which is what Uganda had so tragically become. 


But there is another reality for Uganda, one of resistance 
and one that began to emerge during the 1980s civil war 
and leading up to the January 1986 takeover of power by 
the National Resistance Army)/National Resistance 
Movement (NRA/NRM) under the |cadership of Yoweri 
Museveni. 


My assessment of the National Resistance Movement is 
not made against some utopian or theoretical ideal but 
within the context of the actual conditions the daily 
reality faced by the Ugandan citizenry, a reality fraught 
with severe economic constraints, misery, and psycho- 
logical brutalization to civil society. 


I personally witnessed this reality during my two visits 
over the last year—visits that upset and intruded upon 
my neat theoretical package about socialist transforma- 
tion, revolutionary movements and fundamental 
change. 


Rise of the NRM 


Movements generally arise from some overwhelming 
disaster, or severe change in the society. The rise of the 
NRM was no exception. The motivation for joining the 
Movement was to remove state terror, to liberate the 
country from military regimes responsible for rapes. 
robberies, murders, and for terrori2.ng the civilian pop- 
ulation. 


During the 1980s civil war, the NRA/NRM operated 
with « strict almost puritanical code of ethics in relation 
to the civilian population in stark contrast to the past 
military terror. Villagers (wananchi) provided assistance 
to the NRA/NRM and often joined their ranks. In fact, 
the social base of the NRA was initially the peasantry 
and intellectuals of the southern and central regions. 


Consequently, the NRA/NRM had sympathizers in large 
sections of the country at the time it came to power, 
although its organized political base covered only about 
half of the country. 


When the NRA/NRM took power, this positive relation- 
ship with the civilian population continued. While this 
was not surprising to those who knew the political 
guerrilla movement from the inside, it was a remarkable 
change for Ugandan civil society. 


Democracy, security and national unity were given pn- 
ority. A new feeling of peace and security has chiracter- 
ized their first years in power (up to the time of writing.) 


What are the conditions which ensure that a movement 
once in government, will continue to move along demo- 
cratic lines? Strategic decisions are constantly taken 
concerning subversive forces, how much to tolerate, 
when to compromise, where to bend. 
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With the legacy of strife and continued economic hard- 
ship, the pressures on the NRM government are enor- 
mous. But the Ugandan leadership and Ugandan citi- 
zenry seen determined to rebuild a peaceful and 
democratic society. 


Ten-Point Programme 


The stated objectives of the NRA/NRM are contained in 
their ten-point programme developed particularly 
during the 1980s while they were in the bush. 


The ten-point programme includes first, the establish- 
ment of a democratic form of government, the core of 
which is the formation of Resistance Committees and 
Councils within all of the 34 districts throughout the 
country. In fact the RCs, as they are popularly known, 
are the cornerstone of the NRM government. 


The second objective of the ten-point programme is 
ensuring security throughout the country; third, national 
unity through a broad-based government during the 
interim administration and through political education 
(two political schools, one for the army and one for 
civilians have been operating since 1986); fourth, gen- 
uine independence, stressing non-alignment as weil as 
regional and iniernational participation; fifth, develop- 
ment of an independent, integrated and self-sustaining 
national economy; sixth, restoration of social services, 
i.e. water, housing, health care, etc., all of which have 
been destroyed over the last two decades; seventh, tack- 
ling the misuse of public office, the corruption within the 
government itself and developing a leadership ode; 
eighth. dealing with the problem of displaced pe.<ons. 
this includes landlessness, the Karamoja problem and 
salary earners not making a liviny, wage; ninth, regional 
co-operation and human rights; and ten, the strategy of a 
mixed economy, which includes privatization of many 
parastals as well as joint ventures between private indig- 
enous capital and the state. The state would continue to 
guide the economy, controlling the overall economic 
planning and retaining control over key sectors, such as 
import-export licensing, commercial banking, taxation 
and so on. 


That is a summary of their stated objectives when they 
came to power and to a large extent these objectives are 
being pursued. 


RCs 


The most important initiative of the NRM government 
to ensure democratic popular grassroots participation is 
the establishment of the Resistance committees and 
councils (RCs). This was a continuation of the organiza- 
tional structures that the NRM had established during 
the civil wars. 


There are nice seats on the RCs with a mandatory place 
for a woman on every Committee. Statutes give judicial 
anc «litical powers to the citizens through these elected 
comm, *s and councils. 
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Each district 1s divided into 5 administrative zones (that 
is, RC | at the village level, RC II at the parish level, RC 
Ill at the subcounty, RC IV at the county and RC V at 
the district level.) Villagers at the grassroots, including 
women, thus have the power to elect their own represen- 
tatives. To a large extent and with varying success, the 
villages have become more or less self-governing. They 
can pass their own by-laws and govern within their own 
locality. 


There are of course some difficulties with the RCs. Many 
of these stem from the fact that people have been for so 
long excluded from democratic participation. Seminars 
are being held in various parts of the countryside to 
encourage full participation of men and women in the 
RCs. 


I attended one of those seminars in Mbale at Madalasa 
Hall where discussion concerning the judicial powers of 
the RCs was taking place with about 200 local residents. 
Problems were openly discussed with NRM cadres, 
officers of the NRA, RC representatives and the citi- 
zenry. Such open political debate in itself is a big change 
for Ugandan society. 


On another occasion, | atiended an RC IV meeting in 
Mbarara where members were discussing environment 
protection issues. Grassroots organizational activities 
for the betterment of the locality were, going on there. 


Members were expressing concern and knowledge about 
the random cutting of trees, deforestation and the need 
to plant seedlings soon, how they could through the RCs 
acquire the seedlings and make them available to vil- 
lagers for planting. 


State Apparatus 


While the RC system governs the overall workings of the 
districts, the government operates with a broad-based 
National Resistance Council, which include coalition of 
42 cabinet ministers, including 15 ministers of state and 
25 deputy ministers at last count. 


In addition to the president, Yoweri Museveni, who ts 
also the minister of defence and the chairman of the 
National Resistance Movement, there is a prime min- 
ister, Dr S. Kisekka with three deputy premiers. 


This “broad-based government”, is an interim four year 
administration, (which Museveni says 1s not exactly 10 
his own choosing). It is part of the NRM’s strategy for 
weeting objectives the 10-point programme, i.e. 
ensuring national unity. 


In fact, in a recent five-hour meeting with the RC Vs of 
Hoima and Masindi Districts. President Museveni 
admitted that this “broad-based government is a g overn- 
ment of compromise and not of quality”. 


At this meeting, the president took 13 of his ministers to 
Homa to discuss directly with the people their prob- 
lems. “The issues raised ranged from road repair and 
maintenance to hiked up school fees, water supply, oil 
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exploration, civil servants pay, the welfare of the 
orphans of soldiers killed during the war, crop failure, 
the provision of post office and television services.” 


Museveni let it be known that he did not yet have a team 
of his choice because as he said, maybe somewhat tongue 
in cheek, “the groups which were threatening me would 
bring me a list of twenty bad people and in order to 
preserve peace, | would have to choose two or three of 
the least bad of them.” He stated that measures to 
expand the National Resistance Council by holdirg 
elections at the district level would soon be announced. 


Security 
1 noticed a marked improvement in the security situa- 
tion between my visit in November 1987 and Septem- 


ber/October 1988. Most of the major challenges from the 
North and Northeast areas have been resolved. 


However, armed thieves, banditry and NRA deserters 
especially in Gulu District and pockets in Soroti District, 
still present problems. There are now four levels of 
security forces: the NRA, the police, the gombololas 
(sub-county) and recertly the local militia defence forces 
at the village level. The NRA has integrated many 
non-NRA armies into its force with definite drawbacks; 
they often lack the discipline, commitmeni to civil 
scciety and political formation that the NRA has. 


Similaily, the police force, often containing remnants of 
past regimes, needs to be reoriented into the code of 
behaviour consistent with the NRA. Correctives to 
abuses by authorities are being taken, but the situation 
still is not without faults. 


Two recent incidents exemplify the seriousness of the 
NRM government concerning security. In October 1988, 
six members of the intelligence services, all NRA 
officers, were put under arrest in connection with the 
death of a civilian who was in their custody. 


The director general of intelligence services, Lt Col Jim 
Muhwezi, stated “This is the kind of thing we went to the 
bush to fight against. The NRM government will never 
allow the security organization to abuse the powers 
entrusted in them”. 


The second incident is less serious in my view but 
involved a high official, the Minister of state for Internal 
Affairs, Col Kahinda Otafiire, who, as a senior member 
of both the NRA and the NRM, was a close comrade of 
President Museveni and one of the original 27 founders 
of the NRM. 


Col Otafiire was forced to resign his post due to a public 
incident where he drew his pistol on a woman, one Mrs 
Kuteesa, late one night at the Fairway Hotel after it 
seems some drinking and heated discussion. The Presi- 
dent's statement read “the NRM will not tolerate any 
indiscipline displayed by anybody regardless of his or 
her position.” 
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To some observers this incident may seem amusing but 
to Ugandans who have experienced years of terrorizing 
by military men or “big shots” always above or outside 
the law, the NRM’s intolerarce of such behaviour ts an 
important reassurance to civil socicty. 


Rescttlement 


I visited one of the resettlement camps, Nabisojjo camp 
in Luwero about 30 miles north of Luwero town. About 
8,000 so-called “reporters” or demobilized soldiers 
(mainly armed rebels from Northern and Eastern 
Ugandan) were being kept there pending screening and 
deployment into the NRA. into schools or resettlement 
into civilian life. | was able to discuss freely and openly 
everything regarding then health, food, medical facili- 
ties, how long they stay, and related matters. 


The camp was opened in March 1988. As new entrants 
arrive they build their own huts and beds, are provided 
with one meal of posho and beans every 24 hours. There 
are meagre medical supplies =~ ly one doctor and a 
nurse treating mainly pro’ oo rms and dysentery. 
And unsanitary water so. ©. Suymly was being attended 
to the day that ! toured cam. Ministry of Defence 
and the National Resista. a, are responsible for 
these demobilized soldiers, pianning eventually to relo- 
cate them after they undergo political education ses- 
sions, stressing especially national unity and general/ 
personal hygiene while in the camp. 


The woman from the prime minister's office with whom 
I visited the camp has since been prometed from deputy 
minister to full Minister of State for northern Uganda to 
oversee the so-called “pacification process.” 


Mrs Betty Acan Bigombe’s family is from Ciulu in the 
north and she still has strong ties there. Her promotion 
to oversee this process is extremely significant in terms 
of the different tendencies that one can see, between 
increased militarization and restoration of civil society, 
being played out to some extent within the NRM coali- 
tion government. 


She has devised a resettlement project that will ensure 
that ex-soldiers not absorbed into tne army will be 
assisted or integrated into productive cisilian life (crop 
farming, piggery, poultry, fishing, brickmaking. car- 
pentry, etc. have been earmarked). 


What was fascinating for me as an outsider was to 
witness in process this puli between military and civil 
life, and then to learn just two weeks ago that Mrs 
Bigombe had been promoted to full minister. Interna- 
tional assistance is being sought for resettlement projects 
to give alternatives, as she put it, to “the thought of 
solciering being their only source of living”. 


Child Soldiers 


This is an Opportune time to discuss the Kadogos (child 
soldiers) and their school that I visited in Mbarara. Their 


situation also raises questions about the degree of mili- 
tarization of the Ugandan society. Using children in war 
violates the Geneva Conventions on War but that does 
not appeer to be what the NRA did. Still, ten years from 
now these children may be alarmingly militaristic. 


Most of these children were abandoned during the civil 
war, had often seen their parents killed or had been 
victims of terror by previous state armies. The NRA took 
them under its wing, attached them often to senior 
officers, trained them but (according to several sources), 
never put them on the front. 


The special school for kadogos in Mbarara accommo- 
dates about 850 students; a second is planned to accom- 
modate the remaining number. It was believed that these 
children, with such different harsh experiences from 
those of other children, could not be easily integrated 
into regular schools. 


Since November 1987, the NRA has been instructing the 
children, now between 12 and 16 years, in all educational 
subjects. 


The NRM has been particularly sensitive about these 
child soldiers and have wanted to be masters in their own 
house, developing their own programme for them, 
appropriate to their culture and society. 


I was genuinely impressed with the attitude expressed by 
the NRA leadership towards the education of these 
young children and respect their right to do so. 


Economy 


The economy presents the greatest challenge for the 
NRM government. Uganda has a (US) $2 billion debt. 
Until last year it earned an average $40 million from 
official export earnings per years, 90 percent of which 
came from coffee. 


The price for coffee fell almost 50 percent in the last year 
so that expected foreign earnings are currently around 
$250 million. 


Cotton is Uganda’s second biggest foreign exchange 
earner, but until the past year increased production of 
cotton and tobacco has been hampered by insecurity in 
those areas. That situation is now expected to change. 


Even for wage earners the situation is miserable and 
appears to be worsening. The IMF/World Bank have 
prompted harmful restraint policies adversely affecting 
the labouring population. 


The NRM government’s policy, simply put, is to stress 
rehabilitation and production. Production must increase 
to create the wealth that will then be distributed within 
the society to correct social inequalities. 


The NRM government is wary of the Tanzanian experi- 
ence which to them is a failure of a romantic Fabian to 
understand the need to ensure production. They are also 
cautious of the failures of socialist Mozambique. 
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At this juncture, the NRM government is to have a 
mixed economy which will include privatization and 
joint ventures to ensure that industries plagued with old 
machinery and breakdowns are rehabilitated and pro- 
duction is increased. 


The Lugazi Sugar factory, officially the Sugar Corpora- 
tion of Uganda, is jointly owned by government (51 
percent) and “indigenous capitalists,” (in this instance 
an Asian family). Similarly the government has called for 
investors into the Lake Katwe Salt Project (in Kasese/ 
Fort Portal area) and in se, eral other industries. 


Their view is that “the government is now saddled with 
hundreds of unprofitable state-owned enterprises” 
which must improve as joint ventures or be disbanded. 


External assistance has been slow to materialize but 
gradually, in the past year, assistance has improved. 
Currently there are 14 IDA financed projects in Uganda 
totalling $US375.4 million in commitment. The UNDP 
[United Nations Development Program] has committed 
$67 million to Uganda for 1988-91. And UNICEF 
[United Nations Children’s Fund] spends approximately 
US$12 million per annum on rehabilitation of health 
services and rural water supplies. 


At the donors conference in Paris this year, there were 
pledges amounting to $550 million for 1989/90. The 
Canadian International Development Agency allotted a 
meagre $5 million in 1987 and a similar amount for 1988. 


The workers in most factories that I visited—Bugisu 
coffee factory in Mbale, the Lugazi sugar factory in 
Mukono District, the Nytil textile factory in Jinja and 
the Tororo cement factory—are unionized and each 
union has a women’s wing. Their principal demand at 
this stage is to have a living wage. 


Strikes have recently occurred for example in the textile 
firm at Nytil; however strikes are still technically illegal 
according to labour legislation. Not s:gnificantly 
changed since the colonial days, labour laws are hope- 
lessly inappropriate and need to be reformed. 


Production of sugar is gradually picking up, trying to 
meet domestic demand but the early stage in the process 
presents problems. Complaints have been voiced about a 
shortage of labour for cane cutting which hampers the 
level of sugar production. 


To a large extent that so-called “labour shortage” can be 
attributed to conscious withdrawal of labour due to the 
absence of a living wage and hazardous working condi- 
tions. Workers had reverted to subsistence crop produc- 
tion during past regimes. To get them to come to cut 
cane again out of national goodwill but without adequate 
remuneration 1s probably unrealistic. 


Appropriately, as women are responsible for 80 percent 
of food production, the agricultural ministry is headed 
by a woman, Mrs Victoria Sekitoleko. The ministry has 
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set as its first priority the production of sufficient food to 
ensure food security and adequate nutrition levels for all 
Ugandans. 


\S road transportation improves, it is beginning and will 
continue to do so over the coming two years with the 
assistance given by the Chinese and Yugoslavs—the 
current problems of uneven distribution of food will also 
improve. 


The NRM government has begun to diversify agricul- 
tural production, and is attempting to eliminate the 
import bill by building its own consumer goods industry 
(soap, toothpaste, paper, etc). 


It is industrializing more of its agricultural products 
(jam, juices, butter, etc.), and is focusing on its basic 
industries as priorities for rehabilitation and increased 
production. This is consistent with the NRM govern- 
ment’s goal of an “independent, integrated, self- 
sustaining national economy.” 


After two and a half years, positive signs of improvement 
in these areas, although slower than hoped for, can now 
be seen. There are, of course, major problems. 


The dilemma for the government is to find the means to 
ensure adequate wages for its latouring people while 
developing a profitable and independent economy. In 
the absence of a living wage, attempts to increase pro- 
duction or correct the inefficient public sector will reach 
an impasse—or worse. 


* Museveni Pledges More Guns for Police 


340009034 Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
28 Oct 89 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Eva Lubwama: “More Guns for Police” 


[Text] Government is to ban the importation of both 
police and army uniforms with effect from next year. 
And a sufficient number of weapons to ensure that each 
policeman has a gun is to be imported soon. 


This was disclosed by President Yoweri Museveni yes- 
terday when he met senior police officers attending a 
seminar on “political awareness”, at the Senior Police 
Officers mess in Kampala. 


Importation of army uniforms has already been cut 
down as manufacturing of such uniforms is now under- 
taken by local firms here. 


Participants at the seminar include, regional police com- 
manders and district police commanders and senior 
police officers. 


President Museveni told the officers that government 
was in the process of setting up a Police Council through 
which their problems would be channelled. The Police 
Council was scrapped by deposed Idi Amin and had 
never been restored since. 
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Other means of helping with police welfare will be 
through a police loan scheme. However, the President 
did not elaborate. 


Pointing out the other problems, which include housing, 
President Museveni said that the police wil! be allowed, 
like the army, to import brick-making machines to 
enable them [to] put up their own housing quarters. 


Government will also endeavour to supply other 
materials. 


Corruption in the police force was a subject, President 
Museveni dealt with at length. He said there was a crisis 
between the police and the civilians, where civilians have 
gone to great length to blame the police for being corrupt. 


He said even in villages, the peasants have little or no 
trust in the police force. A major problem has also 
cropped up between interpretation of the law, by RC 
[Resistance Committee]s. 


Some RCs, he said are not happy with the police who are 
said to release suspects who are caught and handed over 
by RCs. In this respect, the President urged the police to 
call meetings with various RCs and teach them the law as 
it stands. If the law does not allow the police to handle 
the RCs suspects as they would have wanted, let them 
know the law that governs the case at stake. ““There must 
be uniform understanding between the RCs and the 
police,” he said. 


He then added that if there is need for amendments in 
the Penal Code, let the RCs and the police make recom- 
mendations to their respective NRC [National Resis- 
tance Council] members to be brought to the attention of 
the legislature. This is more important in that all loop- 
holes, being used by criminals should be sealed off. 


Because of corruption, criminals are now gaining the 
upperhand. “Corruption is brought about by backward 
thinking and lack of political awareness”, the President 
said. He said a corrupt person thinks he can cheat and 
gain riches, but his gains are temporary and not secure, 
since he has already made enemies from the people he 
cheats. And once they get an opportunity to destroy this 
property, they will do so, he said. 


He gave an example of Idi Amin’s and Obote’s men, who 
amassed property through dubious means. Their prop- 
erty is now nowhere to be seen. This is because they 
crated islands of wealth and security around themselves 
amidst insecurity. 


The President called on the police force to first stabilise 
security throughout the country. 


Talking on manpower, the President said that the 
number has risen from 5,000 in 1986 to a present 
16,000. This is an improvement, and in due course, the 
number will grow even bigger so that the ratio of 
civilians to policemen is reasonable,“ he said. He was 
presented with a memorandum by the officers. 
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The President was welcomed by the acting Inspector 
General of Police, Mr David Psomgen. Present were the 
Minister of Internal Affairs Mr Ibrahim Mukiibi and the 
Minister of State for Internal Affairs, Capt. Tom Butiime. 


Meanwhile women are to be given preferential admis- 
sion to higher institutions of learning. This was 
announced by President Museveni in Kampala yes- 
terday when closing the first African regional conference 
on women and health at Mukono. The President 
revealed also that special health programmes for women 
are to be put in place. 


Participants to the conference were drawn from Uganda 
the host country, Zambia; South Africa and the ANC 
{Africa . National Congress], Sudan, Lesotho, Tanzania, 
Kenya Sierra Leone and Liberia. Delegates also came 
from USA, Netherlands and the World Health Organi- 
sation (WHO) who attended as observers. 


President Museveni told the participants that analysis of 
the health of women was important ‘since the women are 
the producers of wealth and involved in maintaining the 
survival of families’. He said women formed the centre 
of subsistence economy of many African countries. 


He said the low level of education among the women 
society and poor health facilities had contributed to the 
high morality rate during maternal period. This, he said, 
had led to the loss of productive manpower resources. 


Museveni said that, although women were the producers 
of wealth. Access to credit facilities and limited access to 
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education an1 vocational training had kept the women 
participation in uevelopment activities low. 


He said the NRM [National Resistance Movement] 
government would intervene by providing universal edu- 
cation for girls and women. “The level of education 
among the female folk is a key determinant factor for 
better health of the woman and the family as a whole”, 
he added. 


President Museveni said the NRM government had 
introduced the UCB [Uganda Commercial Bank] credit 
scheme for women in order to assist women in order to 
assist women acquire loans and participate in the eco- 
nomic development of the country. The inclusion of 
women in the NRC and Cabinet was another step by the 
NRM to encourage women to participate in decision 
making in matters affecting the nation. 


Government, he said, would endeavour to provide clean 
water and appropriate technology to assist the women in 
their task of maintaining the family and to improve 
hygiene. 


The seminar, first one of its kid on the African continent, 
was spcasored by the women’s Global Network on the 
reproductive rights of women in conjunction with the 
National Council of Women. 


The objective of the conference was to bring women 
from African countries to a single platform to discuss the 
issues related to their health and to share experiences 
and problems that affect them as African women. 
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Cabinet To Meet 24 Jan To ‘End Apartheid’ 


MB1601171190 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
16 Jan 90 p 8 


[“Cabinet To Meet And End Apartheid” by Brian 
Stuart] 


[Excerpts] Cape Town—The State President, Mr F.W. de 
Klerk, and members of his Cabinet move to Cape Town this 
week, ahead of what is being seen as a watershed Parliamen- 
tary session that will end the apartheid era. 


Mr de Klerk has already set out a policy that would end 
exclusive White rule in South Africa, and said that the years 
immediately ahead would be crucial in th:< process. 


The Cabinet is due to meet at Tuynhuys on Wednesday, 
January 24 for the first time this year. 


It seems likely it will meet again the following week, 
before Mr de Klerk formally opens Parliament on 
Friday, February 2. 


The first of the major apartheid laws was approved in 
1950—exactly 40 years ago. 


While most have been repealed during the past five 
years, some of the remainder are due to come before 
Parliament this year. 


Mr de Klerk is the first South African head of state 
committed to ending discrimination. 


Members of the Cabinet have said the government will 
definitely “‘remove racial <iscrimination altogether”. 
[passage Omitted] 


While there will be a strong emphasis on political change 
in the February 2 speech, the State President is also 
expected to spell out substantial shifts in economic 
policy and priorities. 


The first five months of the session usually concentrate 
on the annual budget, which this year is expected to be 
dramatically different from the budgets of past years. 


There is already speculation that once the financial 
business has been completed, parliament may take a 
short break before returning for a legislative session, 
dealing with reform and with a number of proposed 
changes to the Constitution. 


ANC Denies Reports on Willingness To Enter Talks 


MB1601174090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] The ANC’s [African National Congress] London 
office reports the organization rejects allegations it has 
changed its stand on negotiations with the South African 
Government. 


The ANC and the antiapartheid movement today in 
London committed themselves to renewed and extended 
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attempts to increase international pressure on South 
Africa and to extend the sanctions campuaign. 


The ANC indicated that Douglas Hurd, UK foreign and 
commonwealth affairs secretary of state, would probably 
be prepared to talk to Walter Sisulu if he visits Britain. 


A delegation of released ANC members led by Sisulu 
arrived in Lusaka yesterday to visit Zambian President 
Dr Kenneth Kaunda, among other things. 


Our London correspondent reports the Department of 
Foreign Affairs did not want to confirm allegations that 
Sisulu would visit Hurd, but the results are that the 
Thatcher government’s approach to the ANC has 
changed somewhat. Its position until recently was that 
no minister would talk to an ANC meuiber as long as the 
organization advocates violence as a means to achieve its 
political objectives. 


It now appears individuals of the organization who favor 
negotiations would be welcomed. 


Further on ANC Response 


MB1601191690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1909 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] London Jan 16 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] in London said on Tuesday it 
believed efforts of our people in South Africa [SA] had 
made it possible for the SA Government to begin to 
respond to certain of our demands. 


The prospect of negotiations with the SA Government at 
this stage was however discounted by the organisation in 
a statement coinciding with the launch of a 1990 cam- 
paign by the Anti-Apartheid Movement [AAM] to mobi- 
lise increased and sustained international pressure to 
end apartheid. 


Giving its full support to the AAM campaign, the ANC 
said there was clear evidence President F.W. de Klerk 
was continuing to rely on repressive methods to counter 
the liberation movement. 


After three years of repression under the state of emergency, 
the freedom movement had consolidated itself through 
mass defiance and other tactics, forcing the government to 
make some concessions, the statement said. 


A crisis in confidence in the SA economy had been 
brought about and the ANC was confident the SA 
Government was particularly vulnerable to increased 
pressure to bring about the desired results. 


Explaining the position on negotiations, an ANC 
spokesman said the organisation, with the Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement internally, had agreed on a position 
which would be adopted should there be an opportunity 
for the (SA) Government to agree to come to a table. 


This had been included in the Harare Declaration last 
year and been incorporated in a later United Nations 
document in December. 
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The UN declaration still had to be circulated to all 
parties concerned by the UN secretary general, so 
nobody has made any moves yet. 


UK Movement, ANC Launch Antiapartheid Campaign 


MB1601190790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1904 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] London Jan 16 SAPA—Anti-apartheid supporters 
were urged on Tuesday not to slacken their efforts for 
increased and sustained international pressure on the 
South African Government. 


Launching their campaign for 1990: “South Africa: 
Freedom Now” at a press conference in London, the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement [AAM] and the ANC 
[African National Congress] said through AAM 
chairman, Labour MP Bob Hughes, that “there is a great 
deal of hope about the prospects of change in South 
Africa and the release of Nelson Mandela. 


“But we are convinced that this is not the end...it is a 
beginning of the struggle to end apartheid.” 


Outlining details of the campaign to mobilise mass 
international support against the SA Government and 
apartheid, he said “there is a lot to do, and we believe the 
campaign will go on as long as is necessary”. 


In his first few months as state president Mr F.W. de 
Klerk—*“nothing more than a P.W. Botha clone’’—had 
been “very busy” presenting a glossy reformist image to 
the world, but a close look exposed the reality apartheid 
was still in place, Mr Hughes said. 


The recently released Former ANC Secretary-General 
Walter Sisulu had made clear it was the continued 
international pressure on the SA Government which had 
given vital support to the liberation struggle, and that 
this should continue, the AAM chairman said. 


The AAM, the Southern African Coalition and other 
anti-apartheid organ’ <ations claiming to represent over 
11 million Britons, 4d culminate their campaign in a 
mass lobby of Parl. .ent on February 27 and a mass 
rally outside the South African Embassy in Trafalgar 
Square on March 25. 


The rally would be used to urge British Premier Margaret 
Thatcher to “stop supporting apartheid,” and thousands of 
cards collected from the public will be delivered to her office 
urging British support for sanctions against South Africa. 


British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd has agreed to 
meet a delegation of the campaign organisers later this 
month but a date still has to be finalised. 


FBIS-AFR-90-011 
17 January 1990 


Canada Warns of Possible Further Sanctions 


MB1601191090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1807 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] Toronto, Jan 16, SAPA—Canada has warned 
South Africa [SA] it has until May to make real progress 
towards dismantling apartheid or face stiffer sanctions. 


Mr Joe Clarke, Canada’s external affairs minister, said 
South Africa must act between February 2, when parlia- 
ment reconvenes, and the May meeting of the common- 
wealth foreign ministers in Nigeria. 


Addressing the South Africa education trust fund in 
Ottowa, Mr Clarke said Canada wanted to see the 
following: 

—remova! of the military from black townships; 

—freedom of assembly and discussion; 

—an end to detention without trial; 

—release of Nelson Mandela and other political pris- 
oners: 

—removal of the ban of the ANC [African National 
Congress] and the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] to 
allow political activity; and 

—commencement of comprehensive negotiations to end 
violence. 


Mr Clarke added the release of Mr Mandela would not in 
itself satisfy Canada. If Canada’s conditions were not 
met it would be prepared to enact further and stiffer 
sanctions. 


Canada presently bans imports from South Africa of 
agricultural products, coal, uranium, iron, steel and 
arms. 


Exports of petroleum, arms and high technology prod- 
ucts to SA are also banned. 


17 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1701110390 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 

Forced Removal of Squatters Not Solution—An estimate 
by the South African Institute of Race Relation: says 
that despite “anti-squatting laws, there are 7 mil'ion 
people living in shacks in South Africa,’ notes Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 17 January in a page 
10 editorial. Another “reality” is that “some sort of 
home is better than none and the courts have now 
recognised that people who have settled should not just 
be summarily removed.” “The problem of too many 
people and too little housing is not solved by waving a 
bulldozer-wand and forcing squatters back to rural areas 
where their misery is hidden.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Compulsory Education Needed—Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 17 January says in a page 4 
editorial there a need for compulsory education “within 
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two or three years—and to set about devising ways to 
achieve that aim. If the National Party does not know 
how to do it, the Cabinet need only ask for advice from 
the ANC [African National Congress] or the National 
Education Crisis Committee in Soweto, or even Piet de 
lange whose famous report on education lies mouldering 
on many government shelves. Similarly, a human gov- 
ernment should surely set itself the aim of eradicating 
tuberculosis within a reasonable time frame; it should 
promise to unblock the appalling logjam in the courts 
which denies effective justice to most people caught in 
the labyrinthine coils of the legal system; and it should 
undertake to set aside, within the coming year, sufficient 
land so that a start can be made on housing the squatting 
millions who surround every city.” 


Taxpayers Fund Homeland ‘Tragedy’—“The Bantustans 
were always a curious invention of grand apartheid, 
liable at any time to degenerate into economic and social 
tragedy,” observes a second editorial on the same page. 
“Before Transkei does so, it seems likely to degenerate 
into farce.” “South African taxpayers, funding these 
Baniustan comic operas, must wonder when the govern- 
ment will pull down the final curtain.” 


SOWETAN 


Natal Violence ‘Least Urgent’ on Government Agenda— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 17 January in 
its page 6 editorial says “the most disturbing feature” of 
the violence in Natal is that “the authorities are not, or 
rather they do not seem to be doing as much as they 
should to bring it to an end.” The violence “seems to be 
treated as one of the least important, or least urgent, 
items on the agenda of both Government and other 
extra-Parliamentary organisations.” 


CAPE TIMES 


National Education Minister Signals Shift in Policy—Cape 
Town CAPE TIMES in English on 15 January in a page 6 
editorial says Dr Stoffel van der Merwe, Minister of Educa- 
tion and Development Aid, told a news conference that 
“government schools would never be desegregated under 
the present system.” But, mere hours before, National 
Education Minister Gerrit Viljoen indicated to the annual 
congress of the Education Society in Cape Town that 
“school education would in future emphasise what South 
Africans have in common rather than their differences.” 
Viljoen “signalled a fundamental shift in education policy 
which makes the argument for a single, non-racial system of 
education that much more compelling.” 


Homelands Economic Failure—‘‘Now that Major- 
General Bantu Holomisa has candidly confirmed that 
Transkei is an economic flop, a re-appraisal of its polit- 
ical status is indeed an urgent necessity,” declares a 
second editorial on the same page. “The homelands, 
whether regarded as independent or not, have become 
synonymous with banana republic-style graft and cor- 
ruption.’’ The TVBC [Transkei, Venda, 
Bophuthatswana, and Ciskei] “in its present guise is a 
dinosaur which can safely be consigned to extinction; 
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what is necessary now is for the authorities on all sides to 
negotiate a timetable for the process.” 


* Government Promoting New Export Markets 


34000276A Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL in English 
24 Nov 89 pp 83-84 


[Article: “Widening the Market”} 


[Text] The Department of Trade & Industry is devel- 
oping and promoting new export markets in “centrally 
planned economies.”” Unconventional methods, like 
countertrade, are increasingly being used to circumvent 
sanctions. 


Subterfuge has become part of trade efforts but exports 
have in fact gone up since sanctions were instituted, says 
the chairman of the Private Sector Export Advisory 
Committee, Iscor’s Nols Olivier. 


Export Trade Promotion director Gerrie Breyl adds that 
the department now takes a global approach in devel- 
oping markets. Traditional markets are, therefore, 
increasingly being supplemented by new ones in Africa, 
the Far East and behind the Iron Curtain. 


Ironically, that last region has no official sanctions 
policy, though its countries do not trade openly with us. 


However, “ways and means” are being developed to find 
niches for exports by using third parties and counter- 
trade. 


“It is not official policy to develop countertrade as an 
alternative to conventional trading methods,” Breyl 
says. “Rather, we use and promote countertrade as an 
alternative to no trade. We are actively engaged in 
developing new markets. Often the problem is not in 
finding the market but finding a manufacturer to make 
use of export opportunities.” 


New instruments have been developed by the depart- 
ment to enter the new markets. These include: 


e Facilitating countertrade agreements; 

¢ Establishing commercial correspondents in countries 
that have no diplomatic links with SA [South Africa] 
to facilitate negotiations; 

¢ Taking exporters on trade missions to some of these 
countries; and 

e Entering into preferential tariff arrangements with 
some countries, such as Turkey and Mozambique. 


“In developing countertrade deals, the department tries 
to utilise the tremendous buying power of certain public- 
sector bodies and private-sector groups,” Breyl says. 


“In this way, existing leverage can be used to promote 
exports. These deals can be very complex but, where 
conventional channels are closed, we must use what 
we've got. Government also assists by granting rebates 
on the import surcharge.” 
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As far as preferential tariff agreements are concerned, SA 
has a “limited capacity” and the department is very 
selective when choosing products and countries, he says. 


Another focus area is trade with Africa. “We have 
created an Africa Trade Committee and an Africa desk, 
which focus on establishing links and developing mar- 
kets for the private sector,” Breyl says. ““The Ivory Coast 
is a major focus area and we will soon open a trade office 
at Kinshasa. Africa provides interesting opportunities 
but one must be careful of certain obstacles in selecting 
projects and markets.” 


Regarding trade relations with an independent Namibia, 
Brey! says much will depend on whether it decides to 
join the SA Customs Union. “If they decide to come in 
we will still have to consult our partners before this can 
be finalised. Meanwhile, exporters should consider 
Namibia as a traditional export market.” 


Breyl says another major challenge for exporters is the 
creation of a single European market. “Europe 1992, which 
will come into effect on January |, 1993, will offer tremen- 
dous opportunities for exporters. The unified market of 
320m consumers will add about 5 percent to European GDP 
[gross domestic product], while about 2m new jobs should 
be created in this highly competitive market.” 


Marc Battaille, president of the Swiss-based International 
Public Affairs Centre, says Europe 1992—made up of the 12 
members of the EEC (and several associate countries such as 
Malta and Turkey)—will create the world’s largest single 
trading power, constituting about 26 percent of the exports 
of industrialised nations, compared with Japan's 17 percent 
and the US’s 14 percent. 


* Success of Trade Credit Sanctions ‘Limited’ 


34000273B Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 Nov 89 p 16 


[Interview by Themba Molefe: “Child Labour Not 
Abused - Louw”’] 


[Text] The Minister of Manpower, Mr Eli Louw, says he 
is not aware of large-scale abuse of child labour in South 
Africa. In an interview with Themba Molefe he also 
gives his opinion on farmworkers and human rights, 
labour legislation as it affects these workers, black trade 
unions and international law. 


[THE WEEKL*y MAIL] It is widely believed that human 
rights do not exist on the farms especially because there 
is little legal protection for farmworkers. What is your 
comment? 


[Louw] I cannot agree with you on the non-existence of 
human rights on the farms. The farmer and the worker 
are bound by contract law. However, I agree that the 
contracts entered into are in many cases not of a high 
standard, which is not proper. 
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The old master and slave laws have been repealed and all 
farmworkers are covered by the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act and the Machinery and Occupational Safety 
Act. All farmworkers have freedom of association. They 
can join trade unions. There is no law prohibiting them 
from organising themselves. Small claims courts are also 
available for them. 


[THE WEEKLY MAIL] That is what the Government 
thinks is happening. Has your department spoken io 
unions in this regard? 


[Louw] I do not know what your experiences are. But the 
Government always listens to what organised labour has 
to say. Unions do not come and talk to me. I believe they 
should come and talk to me. What is the good when an 
organisation does not talk and influence people? 


{THE WEEKLY MAIL] Do you mean that union groups 
like Nactu [National Council of Trade Unions] and 
Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade Unions] refuse 
to serve on the special committee you have appointed to 
investigate possible amendments or regulations that 
would protect farmworkers and domestic workers? 


[Louw] They are refusing. | do not know what their 
reasons are. 


[THE WEEKLY MAIL] I would like to give you two 
examples which illustrate the absence of human rights on 
the farms and how the common law does not offer 
farmworkers basic protection. 


Accused 


The first is of a Highveld worker who was allegedly 
tortured by a farmer who accused him of stealing a 
welding machine. The incident occurred on June 1, but 
to date the farmer has not been arrested and the worker 
is missing following threats on his life. 


The second is that of a crippled Piet Retief farmworker 
who was beaten to death by his employer. The farmer has 
not been arrested as the Attorney-General still awaits the 
police docket. 


These delays could be interpreted as being racist because 
had blacks committed such crimes against whites they 
would have been arrested. 


[Louw] I condemn the criminal behaviour of the 
farmers. Courts are there for everybody's protection, 
regardless of colour. Should I get the facts (about the 
cases) I will forward them to my colleagues, the Ministers 
of Justice and Law and Order. 


[THE WEEKLY MAIL] What is your opinion the con- 
tentious subject of child labour in South Africa? There 
are examples of children as young as eight years old 
working for up to R5 a month on farms. 


[Louw] What is the definition of child labour? You know 
I am a farmer’s son and have never considered it to be 
abuse when I helped my father on his sheep farm. 
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I am not aware of the large-scale abuse of child labour in 
South Africa, because there is such a big supply of labour 
in the country. 


[THE WEEKLY MAIL] Why should children be allowed 
to work at all? What does the law say? 


[Louw] The Department of Health and Welfare is pres- 
ently working on a Bill concerning child abuse. 


Code 


In terms of the International Labour Organisation [ILO] 
Convention concerning the minimum age for admission 
to employment, the stipulation is that children younger 
than 15 years may not work in agriculture. 


A total of 138 signatory countries adhere to the code. 
Only a fifth—34 countries—do not adhere to ILO’s 
Convention IO. We are in step with the rest of the world. 
We agree. Work is one thing, but abuse is something else. 
The Child Welfare Act is against child abuse. 


Demands 


{THE WEEKLY MAIL] Have you personally sought to 
speak with black trade unions in the light of growing 
opposition to the Labour Relations Amendment Act? 


[Louw] The demands made by unions, including the 
recent marches, have nothing to do with work«:- 
employer relationships. A list of demands hande! to my 
department recently was about jobs, free education, 
evictions, rents, and so on. They should be directed to 
the relevant departments as they have nothing to do with 
labour issues. 


Black unions are being used for political ends. They 
should leave politics to the politicians. 


* Minister Discusses Labor Issues, Trade Unions 


34000273A Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
21 Nov 89 p6 


[Article by Hilary Joffe: “Success of Trade Credit Sanc- 
tions Limited”} 


[Text] Pressures from anti-apartheid groups on foreign 
banks to end trade credits to South Africa could be partly 
successful and would be reflected in a further deterioration 
in its capital account balance of payments. But a significant 
portion of foreign trade finance would not be withdrawn. 


This is the view expressed in the Bank of Lisbon’s latest 
Economic Focus, which explains that it would not be 
easy for foreign governments to place severe restrictions 
on trade credits because such moves would reduce their 
own exports. 


Trade credits have become South Africa’s main form of 
foreign finance now that the country is receiving almost 
nothing in the way of loans or investment capital from 
overseas. 
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Anti-apartheid groups and politicians, most recently the 
Commonwealth leaders, have been campaigning to end 
trade credits to South Africa. 


These are generally short-term loans to cover import or 
export transactions—for from 30 days upwards—but 
can be granted for up to five years or more, depending on 
the products involved. 


According to Economic Focus: “The bulk of these loans 
take the form of suppliers’ credits extended directly by 
exporters in other countries or credits extended on 
behalf of exporters by commercial banks in other coun- 
tries or official institutions which exist for this purpose.” 


In some countries, government agencies guarantee or insure 
the trade credits, in return for a fee. For example, the British 
Export Credit Guarantee Department and the American 
Export-Import Bank provide guarantees that exporters in 
their countries will be paid even if importers default. 


“Such facilities enhance the scupe of exporters in general 
in acquiring trade finance facilities from private banks,” 
says Economic Focus. 


It is these insured or guaranteed trade credits which 
would be easiest to sanction, the Bank of Lisbon report 
says, because they are publicised. But uninsured credits 
issued by foreign banks, and direct credit from suppliers, 
would be unlikely to be affected. 


Other factors which would lessen the impact of sanctions 
on trade credits, says the bank, include: 


¢ The emergence of new financial centres in the Far 
East which could furnish South Africa with new 
financing channels; 

e Certain South African companies have started to 
provide offshore financing for South african traders; 

e Sanctions on trade credits could encourage the growth 
of countertrade—bartering between South Africa and 
other countries. 


If trade credits were less available this could, ironically, 
benefit South Africa’s balance of payments position by 
choking off imports, the bank says. 


In June 1987, trade credits guaranteed to South Africa by 
official agencies around the world totalled $3,1-billion 
(around R8,2-million), of which $1,8-billion were bank 
loans and $1,3-billion were suppliers’ trade credits, 
according to data from the Bank for International Set- 
tlements cited in Economic Focus. Total trade credit 
finance to South Africa would be much higher if non- 
guaranteed loans were included. 


Roughly 85 percent of South Africa’s imports are inter- 
mediate or capital goods which are financed to a large 
extent by foreign trade finance facilities. 


Since 1985 public corporations such as Eskom have 
made greater use of insured foreign trade credits as a 
replacement for bank loans which can no longer be 
raised, according to Economic Focus. 
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* Labor Front Torn by ‘Unprecedented’ Violence 


34000275B Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MalL 
in English 24-30 Nov 89 pp 6-7 


[Article by Eddie Koch: “A Bloody War Breaks Out on 
the Labour Front”) 


[Text] South African strikes have often been bitter and 
brutal, but never quite as bitter as this month, when 
tensions have exploded into open war, including shoot- 
ings, stabbings, petrol bombs and burning to death. 


When police gun down workers inside trade union 
offices ... when a man is set alight for “scabbing” on 
strikers ... then something must be amiss in the country’s 
system of industrial relations. 


Violence has always been a feature of labour action in South 
Africa. On the mines, it is commonplace for private para- 
military units and police to take action against striking 
workers. And, as in most countries, labourers who keep 
machines running during a stoppage are traditionally targets 
of brutal retribution by union members. 


But the current strike wave, in which up to 45,000 beer 
workers and railmen have been out for more than a 
month, has been accompanied by at least a dozen deaths 
and violence of such ferocity that sectors of industry 
have literally been turned war zones. 


On Tuesday evening a sacked railway worker was shot 
dead by police after he clashed with a ticket controller at 
the Langlaagte station near Johannesburg. 


This followed an incident on Monday at a station in 
Durban where 15 workers were injured after police 
opened fire on a group of striking railwaymen. The 
official version says police were fired on by an 
“unknown” gunman in the crowd. The union says the 
police attacked without provocation. 


One the same day a white ticket collector ran from 
Johannesburg station in flames after being set alight by a 
mob. He is being treated for serious burns. Two other 
men escaped. 


Last week police opened fire with revolvers and shotguns 
inside the offices of the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (Cosatu) in Germiston. One of two workers 
seriously injured in the shooting has since died in 
hospital. Police say they acted on reports that the strikers 
were making petrol bombs. Lawyers for the union have 
denied this. 


In the South African Breweries (SAB) strike, at least nine 
workers have died. Most of the victims were causal 
labourers who had been attacked by enraged strikers. Others 
were union members killed by Soweto shebeen owners 
opposed to the call for a consumer boycott of beer. 


What is the cause of all this? 


In each of the strike-bound industries ire partic- 
ular factors that aggravate conflict. On the railways, the 
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most immediate cause of tension is a long-standing 
animosity between police and members of the South 
African Railway and Harbour Workers’ Union (Sarhwu). 


During the marathon railway strike of 1987, a police raid on 
the Germiston office of Sarwhu set in motion of cycle of 
repression and worker resistance that culminated in a mili- 
tary-style siege of Cosatu House in Johannesburg, where 
hundreds of unionists were detained and assaulted. 


Authoritarian methods >f running the railway stations have 
also whipped up public hostility to officials of the South 
African Transport Services (Sats) during the strike. 


Last week an armed ticket collector shot an innocent 
bystander in Johannesburg while firing at two men who 
had not paid for their train ride. Sarhwu general secre- 
tary Martin Sebakwane says plain-clothes police are 
being used to replace ticket collectors who are on strike. 
The WEEKLY MAIL this week saw shotgun-wielding 
municipal police manning a number of railway stations 
on the Reef. 


This is the context in which the horrific attack on the 
white railway official took place this week: for the mob it 
was, no doubt, seen as an act of vengeance. 


Then there is the frustration felt by Sarwhu members 
who, for more than three years, have been negotiating for 
the recognition of their union without success. While the 
government talks of negotiating a political settlement, it 
has failed to achieve this with its own employees. The 
irony cannot be lost on black railway workers. 


In the beer industry, SAB has a monopoly and this makes it 
difficult for legitimate strike actin to affect production. 
Asked for his view on why the wage dispute was so violent, 
SAB public relations officer Adrian Botha said: “Maybe its 
because they (the strikers) have come to realise that indus- 
trial action cannot stop us from producing and selling more 
beer now than we were last year.” 


Shop stewards of the Food and Allied Workers’ Union 
(Fawu), at a recent press conference in Johannesburg, 
also focused on SAB’s monopoly over beer production to 
explain the bitterness of the dispute. 


“They (management) know they can do what they like. 
From the start they have not been serious about talking 
about our demands. They sommer want to show us who’s 
the boss,” said a worker from Cape Town. 


While the company rejects allegations of intransigence in 
wage talks, there is a widespread belief among Fawu 
members that, if SAB did not provoke the strike, the 
company is using it to roll back inroads that the union 
has made over the years into managerial control on the 
factory floor. 


The company denies it had anything to do with a police 
raid on a hostel near Tembisa near Johannesburg last 
week, in which workers were injured and there is little 
evidence to back the union’s claim that the company 
collaborated with the police. 
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But there are, signs of collusion between SAB and other 
government departments to undermine the strike. A 
company memorandum, leaked to the WEEKLY MAIL, 
SayS contingency plans drawn up to ensure delivery of 
supplies included the use of drivers from the fire depart- 
ment and ambulance services. 


The difficulties of organising a boycott in townships, 
where there are no sources of supply other than SAB, also 
explain the violence. 


Says Botha: “Basically they want shebeen owners, some 
of whom earn far less than they do, to cut their throats by 
not selling beer.” 


The ineffectiveness of the boycott could have prompted 
workers to vent their anger on casual labourers as well as 
shebeen owners. 


Some Cosatu officials privately acknowledge that the 
beer boycott has been imposed from the top down and 
this lack of consultation has helped turn the strategy into 
an explosive issue in the townships. 


These aggravating factors, specific to each of the strikes, 
operate in South Africa’s broader political context. And 
here there is a basic paradox at play. 


While the government now allows peaceful forms of polit- 
ical protest, such as street marches and mass rallies, busi- 
nessmen are vigorously blocking the avenues in which where 
the labour movement can express its grievances. 


By using the amended Labour Relations Act (LRA), 
employers can sue unions for damages lost in illegitimate 
strikes, obtain court interdicts to stifle industrial action 
and prolong interminable proceedings in the industrial 
and civil courts. 


Picketing on factory premises during strikes, the classes 
method of defusing antagonisms directed against 
replacement labour, is outlawed. So are consumer boy- 
cotts and solidarity strikes by workers in other factories. 


Thus it is no coincidence that features of the insurrection 
that raged between 1984 and 1984—police shootings, 
petrol-bomb attacks on the home, of people labelled as 
“traitors”, and the burning alive of those defined as 
“collaborators’°—have shifted from the townships to the 
industrial arena. 


At the end of last year, in the wake of an outbreak of 
industria! violence, Cosatu general secretary Jay Naidoo 
warned: “If there 1s one thing that will cause violence 
during strikes in this (coming) year it will be the LRA.” 


The political flux reshaping South African politics has 
thrown up many anomalies. One of these is that busi- 
nessmen, many of whom are opponents of apartheid, can 
now look to the government for methods to defuse the 
conflict raging in their factories. 


i ae ee ee ee ee ree 
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Until this happens, and the labour laws are amended to 
facilitate rather than stifle legitimate forms of industrial 
protest, Naidoo’s grim prediction will continue to come 
true. 


* Black Business Leader Discusses Organization 
340002774 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
23 Nov 89 p 31 


[Article by Thabo Leshilo: “Fabcos Now Main Rival to 
Nafcoc”’] 


[Text] In August last year the Foundation of Afmcan 
Business and Consumer Services [Fabcos] was born and 
is now a major rival of the National African Federated 
Chamber of Commerce [Nafcoc]. Together with Nafcoc, 
Fabcos represent most black entrepreneurs in the 
country. Thabo Leshilo spoke to Mr Joas Mashele. 
general secretary of Fabcos, about the organisation. 


The Foundation for African Business and Consumer 
Services (Fabcos), founded in August last year, stemmed 
from the need to redress discrepancies in opportunities 
available to black and white business, says Mashele. 


According to him black business had developed against a 
background of disadvantages such as inadequate capital 
and lack of skills. 


Black businessmen, denied growth because of these 
problems, could not generate sound business and job 
opportunities, said Mashele. 


“That is why black businessmen have no credible 
involvement in any major development in the South 
African economy,” he said. 


“Black business lacks access to Government and are 
victims of its bureaucracy and the many laws that bar 
blacks from participating fully in the economic life of 
this country. 


“In short, the system has effectively undermined the 
economic prospects of black business to develop and 
advance”. 


The South African Black Taxi Association—the single 
most successful black business organisation in the coun- 
try—formed the base on which Fabcos now operates. 


Sabta '.xed with the National Black Consumer Union 
(NBCU) and the Transvaal African Builders Association 
(now African Builders Association) to found Fabcos 
which would be an umbrella body of black business 
organisations. By doing this it hoped to develop eco- 
nomic clout in the black community. 


Asked why his organisation was formed when a national 
black chamber of commerce, Nafcoc, already existed 
Mashele refused to be drawn into this discussion and 
instead said talks between his organisation and Nafcoc 
were going on. 
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He could not say if unity was possible but it is no secret 
that the rivalry between the two is intense and unity 
between them is as difficult as unity between the African 
National Congress and Pan Africanist Congress. Both 
have the same objective but just do not seem to be able 
to iron out their differences and agree on unity. 


Mashele said his organisation was presently focusing on 
development by getting its members tc pool their buying 
power and negotiate jointly so that they should have a 
competitive edge. 

The ability to command collective capital would enable 


black business to extract concessions from the public and 
private sectors. 


The organisation has widened its scope of operations. 


It now has a diversified membership representing different 
segments of the economy. Its other members are National 
Hawkers Association, Association of Travel Agents of SA 
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[South Africa], SA Taverners Association, Natior al Cottage 
Industry Association, Black Insurance Brokers Association, 
Sechaba-Sizwe Cooperative, African Farmers Association, 
Small Retailers Association of SA and African Bank, which 
iS an associate member. 


NUBC, with 60,000 members, is Fabcos’ largest affiliate. 


Although Fabco emphasises national affiliation, local as 
well as regional bodies are welcome to join. Such organ- 
isations will then be assisted to go national, said 
Mashele. 


Fabc_s has about 100 employees at its head office in 
Pretoria. 


He said Fabcos considered itself as part of the movement 
for black liberation and sought healthy working relations 
with other bedies across the spectrum of the black 
liberation struggle. 


Ivfinister Supports Dialogue, Denies Offensive 
MB1601195590 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1930 GMT 
16 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 16 Jan (ANGOP)}—Angolan Foreign 
Minister Pedro de Castro van Dunem Loy reaffirmed in 
Luanda on 15 January his country’s government's wish 
to resolve the internal conflict through dialogue. 

The Angolan foreign minister added in an inverview with 
national journalists and Portuguese journalists (from 
AFRICA newspaper, Radio Comercial, Radio Antena |, 
and O DIA newspaper) that war will not solve the Angolan 
problem and that the solution must be found within the 
framework of the Gbadolite agreements. 


Answering a question on an alleged offensive by the 
Angolan Armed Forces against the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], Minister Loy 
explained there was no premeditated offensive against the 
rebels. He said it was UNITA that, after Ghadolite, 
launched armed acts against populations, under the direc- 
tion of Savimbi himself, to take Luanda by force. 


He pointed out that this terrorist organization is mounting a 
major offensive to occupy the entire northern border. 
UNITA tried to take Cuito Cuaaavale, and, in retaliation, 
the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
[FAPLA] mounted an operation to convince it that the 
military option will not resolve the conflict. 


Minister Loy said there was no clear evidence that South 
Africa was involved in UNITA actions, but statements 
made by elements captured by FAPLA forces reveal 
there are elements from Buffalo battalion and merce- 
naries fighting for UNITA. 


UNITA Communique Reports 13, 14 Jan Attacks 
MB1701074390 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 

and Central Africa 05!0 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Communique issued by UNITA Armed Forces 
Supreme Command in Jamba on 15 January—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] 1. The National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] knows and confirms that there 
1s no longer a negotiated solution for the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] but only a 
military option. 

Accordingly, on 13 and 14 January 1990, Su-25 MPLA 
jet fighters bombed a logistical base of Licua, causing no 
casualties. The following day, they bombed Luengue 
Secondary School, killing one teacher and five students. 


2. The UNITA Armed Forces Supreme Command has 
taken note of this act and it 1s going to respond. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 21 


In Cuito Cuanavale Front, Mavinga, the war is not over, 
let alone in the western front. 


3. We are ready to sign a cease-fire now without precon- 
ditions. However, as we are forced to engage in fighting, 
we find ourselves ready for this throughout the national 
territory. 


We have confidence in the mediator, Field Marshall 
Mobutu Sese Seko, to find a common denomirator. 


Our fatherland, free or death! United, we shall win! 
[Issued] Jamba, 15 January 1990 


[Signed] Army General Dr Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
UNITA president and Armed Forces supreme commander 


No Injuries Reported in 15 Jan House Bombing 


MB1601200390 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1930 GMT 
16 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 16 Jan (ANGOP)}—Angolan National 
Radio reported today that an average strength bomb 
exploded in Gabela, Cuanza Sul Province, at about 2300 
on 15 January, destroying an old house. 


The device, planted by the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, injured no one. 


A series of bombs have exploded in several provinces, 
including Luanda, in recent months. 


Comoros 


Election Commission Decree Issued 15 Jan 


FE.A1601133090 Moroni Domestic Service in French 
1700 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Text] The decree on the composition and functioning of 
the national commission in charge of monitoring the 
election procedure during the presidential elections was 
issued this morning. 


The president of the Republic decrees: 


Article One: The national commission in charge of 
monitoring the electton procedure 1s composed as fol- 
lows: three judges appointed by the acting president of 
the Republic, three members representing each of the 
two opinion trends which took part in the 15-25 
December 1989 roundtable. 


Article Two: The following officials are appointed mem- 
bers of the national commission. Judges: (Sheik Salim 
Said Attoumani), (Salim Abdurazat) and Mrs (?Amina 
Kassim). From the ruling [Comoro Union for Progress] 
(Said Ali), (Kamal Abduliad) and [name indistinct]. 
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From the national [words indistinct] of the opposition: 
(Karouat Abdallah), (Abderemane Muhammad Sidi) 
and (Said Omar). 


Article Three: The commission is to appoint its presi- 
dent [words indistinct]. 


Article Four: The national commission sets up the 
regional [word indistinct] at the level of [words indis- 
tinct]. 


It is worth noting that the opposition union formed by 10 
political trends has not yet managed to nominate its sole 
candidate for the presidential elections. [passage indistinct] 


Anti-Comoran Demonstration Reported in Mayotte 
AB1401191890 Paris AFP in French 1517 GMT 
14 Jan 90 


[Text] Mamoudzou (French island of Mayotte), 14 Jan 
(AFP)}—Between 5,000 and 6,000 persons marched this 
morning through the streets of Mamoudzou, the chief 
town of the French island of Mayotte, in the Comoran 
archipelago, west of Mozambique, to protest against 
clandestine Comoran immigration. The organizers, who 
are supporters of the French conservative opposition, 
expressed pleasure over the “undeniable success” of 
their march. The island has 75,000 inhabitants. 


The demonstrators demanded stiffer measures against 
“clandestine immigration which seriously affects May- 
Otte’s social and economic stability.” The number of 
illegal Comoran immigrants on the island is estimated at 
between 10,000 to 15,000 persons. 


Namibia 


Municipal Elections Likely Before Jun 1990 


MB1701082590 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 0600 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] Municipal elections in Namibia will probably be 
held before June this vear. This decision was taken 
yesterday during talks between representatives of the 
Municipal Association of Namibia and SWAPO's 
[South-West African People’s Organization} shadow 
minister of local government, Dr Libertine Amathila. 


The municipalities of Swakopmund, Keetmanshoop, 
Otyrwarongo, Tsumeb, and Windhoek were represented 
at the talks. 


SWAPO Official Rejects Ceausescu Article 
MB1601170790 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
16 Jan 90 p 12 


[Text] SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] had denied that there was anything sinister in the 
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association between its leader, Mr Sam }iuyoma, and tf : 
late President of Romania, Nicolae Ceausescu. 


Mr Theo-Ben Gurirab, shadow minister of foreign 
affairs and SWAPO secretary for foreign affairs, in 
reaction to an article in THE CITIZEN last week sug- 
ges*ing that one of the great admirers of Ceausescu, was 
SWAPO’'s president-designate, Mr Nujoma, said yes- 
terday that it was “an act of malice.” 


The article included a letter of congratulations to Ceaus- 
escu from Mr Nujoma after the “re-clection™ of the 
general secretary of the Romanian Communist Party, 
shortly before he was overthrown. 


Mr Gurirab stated: “Romania under the late president 
was an ardent supporter of SWAPO and rendered mate- 


rial assistance to our struggle of independence led by 
SWAPO.” 


He also stated that the practice of dignitaries sending 
complimentary messages, on special occasions, to heads 
of state or party leaders was a universally accepted 
diplomatic exercise. 


“Mr Nujoma has, over the years, sent similar messages 
to many a world or party leader, including those in the 
capitalistic West. 


“The overwhelming majority of people of Namibia them- 
selves have said in a democratic election that they trust Mr 
Nujoma as their leader, notwithstanding this kind of vicious 
red herring and disinformation, and reposed their failure in 
the hands of a SWAPO government.” 


Dispute Over Real Chairman or ~CN Noted 


MB1701093090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0926 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 17 SAPA—The leader of the 
Navional Party of South-West Africa (NP/SWA), Mr 
Koos Pretorius, on Wednesday [17 January] announced 
he had asked the chairman of the Namibian Constituent 
Assembly, Mr Hage Geingob, to terminate Mr Jan de 
Wet's membership of the Action Christian National 
(ACN) delegation in the assembly. 


He said the request had been done in writing and with 
documentary proof. 


Mr Pretorius and Mr de Wet are involved in a dispute 
about which of them is the real chairman of ACN, 
election front of NP/SWA. 


Mr de Wet, then deputy leader of the NP/SWA and 
chairman of the South Afnican-backed Namib Foundation 
which financed several parties opposing SWAPO [South- 
West African People’s Organization] in the Resolution 435 
election, was chosen to head the ACN’s list of candidates for 
the Constituent Assembly after a legal dispute. 
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He later acted as leader of the ACN’s three-man delega- 
tion in the assembly, while Mr Pretorius was relegated to 
the back benches. 


At an extraordinary congress of the NP/SWA on 
November 30 last year, it was decided that Mr Pretorius 
must be the leader of ACN, since the front was a creation 
of the National Party. 


Mr de Wet ana 75 supporters who opposed the decision 
consequently walkea ut of the congress and resigned 
from NP/SWA, but ‘naintained that he was still 
chairman of ACN and had the support of the majority of 
its executive. 


On Monday Mr de Wr: told a news conference that his 
differences with Mr F retorius were personal a ‘ that he 
did not intend wast ag any more time or money trying to 
settle them. 


This was denie/i by Mr Pretorius in a statement on 
Tuesday in why h he said the differences were definitely 
a matter of prir:ciple. 


He also released copies of a letter he had written to Mr de 
Wet in which h> detailed his claim to being the legal 
chairman of ACIN. 


In the letter Mr Pretorius said Mr de Wet and his 
supporters were not only illegally pretending to be the 
ACN executive, but they were not even members of the 
front since they had resigned from the NP/SWA. 


He demanded that all ACN assets be handed over to the 
NP/SWA and threatened to have Mr de Wet’s member- 
ship of the Constituent Assembly terminated. 


“This effort should not be seen as an effort to get rid of 
Mr de Wet, but rather as an attempt to set the wheels in 
motion on establishing the legal validity of his position 
once and for all. Unt.. now and despite repeated efforts 
from our side, he has not cooperated in this matter,”” Mr 
Pretorius said in the statement, whicn he signed as 
“leader of the NP/SWA and chairman of ACN. 


“I once again want to express my regret that it has to be 
done in this way, but no organisation cai; play its role 
sensibly if there is no voluntary acceptance uf authority 
and discipline,” Mr Pretorius said. 


In terms of the rules of the Constituent Assembly, a 
member loses his seat if be loses the confidence of the 
party on whose ticket he was elected. 


Northern Groups Set Reconciliation Meetings 


MB1701053590 Johannebsurg SAPA in English 
1551 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 16 SAPA—Various groups in 
Kavango, norihern Namibia have adopted a reconcilia- 
tion plan of action for their area, SWABC [South-West 
African Broadcasting Corp] radio news reporis. 
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Traditional leaders, members of SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization], the Democratic Turn- 
halle Alliance, the SWA police, church leaders, rupresen- 
tatives of the Kavango administration and disbanded 
former members of the police ccuter-insurgency unity, 
Koevoet, and the SWA territory force met in Rundu at 
the weekend. 


There, it was decided to hold meetings wiih the vw rious 
tribes in the region. All tribal leaders would be involved 
in Organising these gatherings, to be addressed Dy repre- 
sentatives of political parties and churches. UNTAG 
{United Nations Transition Assistance Group] would 
monitor the meetings, scheduled to start on January 21. 


United Nations personnel have actively encouraged con- 
tact between all groups in Namibia, particularly in the 
north where post-election violence broke out late last 
year between former members of the security forces and 
SWAPO soldiers. 


Police Destroy ‘Left Over’ South African Arms 


MB1701082290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0813 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 17 SAPA—SWA [South-West 
Africa] Police explosives experts have started destroying 
ammunition worth thousands of rand in northern 
Namibia. 


Police spokesman Chief Inspector Kierie du Rand said 
the operation was to get rid of South African and foreign 
arms and ammunition left over from the bush war. 


He said police were destroying materials that had been 
left behind after clashes last April, been found lying 
around by villagers, or been unpacked trom crates and 
were no longer properly sealed. 


About 4,000 mortars, each valued at about R200 [200 
rand], RPG-7 bombs, landmines and rifle grenades were 
part of the munitions to be detonated during the three- 
day operation at the old shooting range at Kwambi, 
10km south of Oshakati, in Ovambo. 


The exact quantity and value of the materials would only 
be known at the end of the operation, Inspector du Rand 
said. 


Schools Under White Administration Admit All Races 


MB1701093690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0923 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 17 SAPA—The new school year in 
Namibia started on Wednesday [17 January] with pupils 
of all races being admitted for the first time to what were 
before exclusively white schools. 


South Africa’s administrator-general in Namibia, Mr 
Louis Pienaar, announced last week that schools under 
the control of the Administration for Whites, one of 10 


24 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


ethnic administrations in the territory, would be open to 
all, under certain conditions, from the start of the new 
school year. 


A spokeswoman for the English medium Centraurus 
High School in Windhoek told SAPA that about 22 black 
and coloured students had enrolled at the school this 
morning. About as many applicants had been turned 
down for failing to pass the English ability test required 
for admission. 


“Aside from the normal requirements, regarding uni- 
forms and fees etc, our only requirement is that pupils 
must be able to speak and understand English,” the 
spokeswoman said. 


Availability of teaching staff, facilities and accommoda- 
tion, the ability of the pupil to receive instruction in a 
particular language, age compatibility, school readiness 
and compliance with school rules were the conditions 
laid down in the statement by Mr Pienaar. 


“It was just like any school enrolment on the first day of 
term,” the Centaurus spokeswoman said. 


Officials at other white administration schools were 
instructed by the administration not to disclose informa- 
tion to the media but to supply it to the authority. 


‘““‘We want to be able to provide all information from one 
point and not give the schools extra work,” the acting 
secretary for the white administration, Mr Paul Zah, said 
in Windhoek. “They have got enough to do and if we 
allow everyone to phone all schools nothing would get 
done today.” 


All pupils must be admitted and planning for the New 
Year completed by next Friday when the new school year 
gets underway in earnest, Mr Zah said. 


Zambia 


Kaunda, ANC’s Sisulu Speak at Reception 


MB1601184490 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[Text] President Kaunda has warned the racist South 
African Government that it is not external forces that 
will overthrow the regime but the millions of oppressed 
people in the country. 
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Speaking 2t a reception he hosted for visiting veteran 
nationalist and former secretary general of the African 
National Congress of South Africa, Comrade Walter 
Sisulu, and his delegation, Comrade Kaunda pointed out 
that it is unwise for the regime to even develop arms that 
could destroy the entire South Africa if they are used. He 
said the money used to develop weapons should, instead, 
be used to develop the country. 


Comrade Kaunda said the message to the Boer leaders is 
for them to release potential energies of masses in South 
Africa in order to achieve peace in that country. 


in a moving reply to Comrade Kaunda’s speech, Comrade 
Sisulu said there cannot be peace in Africa unless the peace 
is achieved in South Africa. Comrade Sisulu also added that 
he will take back home the message by President Kaunda for 
unity among members of the ANC. 


Kaunda Urges End to Natal Violence 


MB1701111490 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 17 Jan 90 


[Text] Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has urged 
Walter Sisulu to find ways of stopping the violence in 
Natal. 


Kaunda made his plea for unity among black organiza- 
tions at a reception in honour of African National 
Congress [ANC] veterans visiting Lusaka. Paddi Clay 
reports: 


[Clay] President Kaunda said the Natal clashes were a 
result of Pretoria’s policy of divide and rule. He urged 
Walter Sisulu to do something about the lack of unity in 
Natal, because it would pose a huge problem for majority 
government in South Africa. Kaunda said that home- 
lands were also part of Pretoria’s plan to divide blacks, 
but he believed it was (?important) that some homeland 
leaders wanted to talk with people like Sisulu. 


Replying to Kaunda, Sisulu said he also wanted unity in 
the ANC and in South Africa. But it had to be unity 
based on principles not unity at any cost. 
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Benin 


Government, Unions To Meet Again Over Strike 


AB1601170890 Paris AFP in French 1411 GMT 
16 Jan 90 


[Text] Cotonou, 16 Jan (AFP)}—The Beninese Govern- 
ment yesterday met with representatives of civil servants 
and teachers unions in Cotonou to try to secure a 
resumption of work in the civil service. But the negoti- 
ations snagged on many points, and another meeiing was 
set for Thursday, 18 January, it was learned today from 
a reliable source in the Beninese capital. Six ministers 
attended this meeting; they are Robert Dossou of Plan, 
Didier Dass: of Finance, and Justin Gnidehou of 
Industry, Abdou Saliou of Justice, Amos Elegbe of 
Commerce, and Irene Zinsou of Labor. All of them are 
charged with implementing the structural adjustment 
program adopted in 1989. 


The union representatives, first of all, demanded the 
release of those arrested for striking, mentioning partic- 
ularly the case of a civil servant from the Ministry of 
Finance, Laurent Metognon, arrested on 7 January at the 
same time as Ibrahim Zakari, the general secretary of the 
National Post and Telecommunications Union, Syna- 
postel, why was released the following day. Mr Metog- 
non, an enployee of the Directorate of Pay at the 
Ministry of Finance, is considered by the Beninese 
authorities as the “‘leader” of the strike, which is crip- 
pling the activities of this ministry. 


Work had not still resumed yesterday in ministries, 
administrative services, grammar schools, high schools, 
and university, observers noted in Cotonou. Today, 16 
January is a holiday in Benin. Indeed, it is on this day 
that President Kerekou celebrates the failure of the coup 
attempt carried out on 16 January 1977 by a group of 
mercenaries led by Bob Denard. 


Guinea 


Minister, Czechoslovak Envoy Discuss Cooperation 


AB1601123190 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Text] On 13 January Lieutenant Colonel Babacar Ndi- 
aye, minister and permanent secretary of the Military 
Committee of National Redress and the Czechoslovak 
ambassador to Guinea, his excellency (Pavel Slega) 
renewed their governments’ willingness to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation between the two countries. They 
discussed ways and means of developing relations 
between their two peoples. 
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Ivory Coast 


Journal Views Multiparty Speculation 


AB1501104790 Abidjan VOIX D'AFRIQUE in French 
5 Jan 90 pp 42-43 


[Pierre Sailly article: “1990: What Future for Multiparty 
Politics?”’} 


[Text] While waiting for the next congress of the Democratic 
Party of Ivory Coast—African Democratic Rally [PDCI- 
RDA], which is to be held in October 1990, speculation is 
rife in the Ivorian capital. Those observers who were 
expecting an opening up of system toward a moderate kind 
of multiparty politics have already had it given to them. “At 
the present moment, the multi-party system is a figment of 
the imagination,” the Ivorian president has just reaffirmed. 
This declaration has revived interest in the political debates 
on the future of the country. 


True to its reputation, the ram advances and never retreats. 
Of ali the .nages projected about him, it is certainly this one 
that Ivorian President Felix Houphouet-Boigny (meaning 
ram in Baoule language) prefers. The Ivorian head of state 
has never changed position on the issue of multiparty 
politics in his country since the independence of the former 
French colony. The multirarty system, in his view, means 
tribalism and su.cidal consequencies for the state: the anni- 
hilation of the Ivorian nation in its formative stage. 
“Nationbuilding is a long and exacting task,” the “Old 
Man” added. “National unity is achieved not in a decade, 
not even in 30 years. The French people took centuries to 
attain it... The time when a Baoule (member of the presi- 
dent’s tribe) will first say he is an Ivorian before considering 
himnself as a Baoule is still far off. The same is true for all 
our 60 tribes. And yet national unity is indispensable.” 


This is a real vicious cycle. The Ivorian head of state is 
exhorting his compatriots to achieve national unity 
before tackling the debate on the ins and outs of an 
Ivorian-style multiparty system. If the majority of offi- 
cials of the PDCI, the sole party, which has been in 
power since independence in 1960, share this viewpoint 
with the president (which is understandable), the same 
cannot be said of the teachers, notably those in the higher 
education sector, who, during the recent meeting dubbed 
“days of dialogue” (held from 21 to 28 September last 
year), were the only ones to tread that ground and to ask 
the president for further political and democratic open- 
ness. The teachers grouped within the National Union of 
Higher Education Teachers (Synares) stated without 
restraint that in the present state of evolution of Ivorian 
society, one observation is inescapable: the failure of the 
one-party model. This system, rather than fostering 
national integration, is rather said to have contributed to 
further fissuring the ivory vessel. 
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In fact, there is a wall of misunderstanding between the 
president and the teachers who favor a policy of open- 
ness. The president thinks we should wait until national 
unity is achieved, the teachers wonder how a single party 
could bring about national unity and how long we will 
have to wait. Legislation and facts could help solve the 
crisis between these two sides—or at least help under- 
stand it. Those who favor a multiparty system cite, 
among other things, Article 7 of the Ivorian Constitu- 
tion, which stipulates: “Parties and political groupings 
are the expression of the votes; they can be created and 
freely conduct their activities, provided they respect the 
principles of national sovereignty and democracy and 
the laws of the Republic.” Armed with this provision, the 
partisans of a multiparty system in Ivory Coast claim 
that by banning the system, the PDCI is violating the 
principles of the Republic. However, they could forgive 
the party for this violation of the Constitution if it would 
only play the game. 


Convinced that a multiparty system would jeopardize 
national unity, the head of state in 1980 drew up a 
scheme to revive the principles of democracy in his 
country: the game of free elections with many candi- 
dates. “Our people are now mature,” President 
Houphouet-Boigny stated on 6 December 1979, adding 
that there is a need to “decentralize political responsi- 
bilities and to trust the people with the free choice of 
their representatives.” This was a “small revolution” 
within the party according to some, while others 
described it as a “minor reform.” Yet, this move 
changed the rules of the game within the party and the 
Ivorian political class. To understand this move, one 
should recail that legislative elections up to 1980, were 
democratic in name only. Indeed, from 1960 to 1975, the 
Ivorian assemblymen, nicknamed ‘‘labevatory- 
assemblymen”™ were simply designated by the party, 
which then confirmed them through the voters “without 
preferential voting or any other competition.” As of 
1980, most Ivorian assemblymen were direct represen- 
tatives of the people, a fact that brought “free” people 
into the National Assembly—people who did not owe 
anything to the party, even though they would later 
become “party assemblymen.” Furthermore, those who 
did not understand this and took the liberty of espousing 
different opinions lived to regret it. Assemblymen who 
tried to criticize the regime during the sixth legislature, 
the first of the “democratic” process, were dismissed by 
the party, which then put in motion a scheme that kept 
them from being elected to the seventh legislature. The 
Ivorian head of state did sot even try to hide his 
intentions. More than 7 years ago, during the “day of 
reflection and dialogue,” in Yamoussoukro, his native 
village, which has since became the political and admin- 
istrative capital, the head of state made this clarification, 
which also served as a warning: “Assemblymen represent 
their districts, but in the National Assembly, they are the 
representatives of the whole nation and thus the repre- 
sentatives of the PDCI-RDA.” 
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That was a hard cold fact, and it prompted the opposi- 
tion to stand its ground in refusing to accept this 
“controlled democracy.” which is an obstacle to genuine 
political openness. In view of this situation, some oppo- 
sition leaders, like Prof Laurent Gbagbo, did not hesitate 
to create a political organization, which 1s still in the 
embryonic stage: The Ivorian Patriotic Front (FPI) 
about which only this is known: It is a clandestine 
movement. Thus, it is impossible to know more about its 
goals, strategies, etc.... 


What is certain is that the t.me for a multiparty system 
has not yet come for Ivory Caost. But, after analyzing the 
situation, one concluded that it might not be so far away. 
The year 1990 could bring a new political perspective. 


Liberia 


Reporters To Seek Accreditation Prior to Coverage 


AB1601130590 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Information, Culture, and 
Tourism has urged all visiting journalists to contact the 
ministry for proper accreditation before taking coverage 
of events in the country. The ministry said while all 
foreign journalists were welcome to cover events in 
Liberia, they should be accredited by the Information 
Ministry before coverages in keeping with the regula- 
tions of the ministry. 


Meanwhile, the ministry has called on officials of the 
Press Union of Liberia to cooperate by accompanying all 
foreign journalists to the ministry for accreditation, 
instead of arranging press conferences. coverages, and 
interviews before their accreditation. 


It should be recalled that immediately following the 
armed incursion by Liberian dissidents into Nimba 
County recently, the Ministry of Information informed 
Liberian missions abroad to |word indistinct] visas to 
journalists wishing to visit the country to cover the 
incident. 


Nimba County Residents Urged To Return 


AB1601133190 Monrovia Radio ELW A in English 
2000 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Text] The acting superintendent of Nimba County, 
Colonel Jackson Paye has appealed to citizens and 
residents of the county who fled the area during the 
recent rebel incursions to return home and settle to 
normal life. Col Paye said now that government was in 
full control of the situation in Nimba County, the safety 
and security of the citizens was guaranteed. 


Speaking in an interview with the LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY today, Superintendent Paye said the Doe 
administration will at all times protect and defend 
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Liberians and foreign residents from man-made calami- 
ties like the recent rebel attack. Col Paye said he will 
certainly tour the areas affected by the rebel incursions 
[words indistinct] and disclosed that citizens of Kah- 
nplay City will not be allowed to return to that city until 
military exercises in the area were completed. 


Churches Condemn Invasion; Refugees Flee to Guinea 


AB1601201290 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 16 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] A delegation from the Liberian Council of Churches 
has been to the Executive Mansion today to meet President 
Doe to discuss the invasion by the National Patriotic Front 
which has led thousands of Liberians to flee the country. It 
is reported that both the president and the churchmen took 
a strong view on the invasion, which the government has 
condemned in the strongest terms. On the line to Monrovia, 
Robin White asked Bishop Browne, a member of the church 
delegation, if they share the president's condemnation of the 
rebellion. 


{Begin recording] [Browne] Yes, it is correct. We have 
said that as a church, as a council, we certainly believe in 
dialogue, especially when there are other avenues to 
resolve problems rather than resorting to violence. 
Because in that raid there were a lot of innocent people 
that got killed. And it is definitely not a way to help a 
people by attacking them. I mean, if you want to resolve 
issues, there are other ways to deal rather than just come 
in to kill people. So we did, as a council, yes. 


[White] There have been reports of the Liberian Army 
also committing atrocities in Nimba County. Did you 
express your concern about that? 


[Browne] We did not express so much on the Liberian 
Army committing atrocities, but we did express our 
concern for the loss of lives that took place there. And in 
our conversation with the president, he said that when 
people are fighting, you can never tell when a bullet goes 
astray and hits somebody else. 


[White] Presumably, you have churches up in Nimba 
County yourself? 


[Browne] Yes, I do. 


[White] So, what kind of information are you getting out 
of Nimba County? 


[Browne] Well, it is all scanty. I will tell you the truth, it 
is all scanty. Fortunately our priest, who is the head of 
the church there was at this end, was in Monrovia when 
all of this happened, and he is still here. He has not gone 
back yet. We are trying to get him to go back, because it 
is difficult to cross the border. 


[White] Are you basically concerned that your country is 
tearing itself apart now? 
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[Browne] Yes, the whole council is concerned about this. 
And not only the council, I think everybody, every 
citizen, patriotic citizen, is concerned. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Liberian refugees are reportedly still seeking 
refuge in Guinea, 3 weeks after the invasion. On the line to 
Brussels, Josephine Hazely asked Claire Bourgeois of the aid 
agency, Medecins Sans Frontieres. How many Liberians, 
according to her information, are now in Guinea. 


[Begin recording] [Bourgeois] At the moment, the esti- 
mations are that in Guinea, there are about 5,000 until 
10,000 persons who arrived from Liberia to Guinea. 


[Hazeley] What are they? Are they all just men, or are 
they families? 


[Bourgeois] Yes, it is, so to say, all the family leaving 
Liberia. They stay in Guinea with relatives. All the 
family stays there. But during the day, the men go back 
to Liberia to do their work, and they come back during 
the evening. And the men, they do not stay during the 
night in Liberia for security reasons. 


[Hazeley] Now, in what part of Guinea are they? I mean 
what sites are they staying at? 


[Bourgeois] The refugees are from the ethnie [ethnic 
group called|—most of them are from the ethnie Mano, 
and they arrived in Guinea Forestiere, mostly in the 
Prefecture of Goucke and Lola. 


{Hazeley] Are people still fleeing across to Guinea or 
have they stopped? 


[Bourgeois] No, the people are coming to Guinea 
without any problem 


[Hazeley] So they come in like on a daily basis up till now 
far as you know? 


[Bourgeois] Yes, I just received information from yes- 
terday. And during the last week, some more people are 
coming in Guinea. 


[Hazeley] Are they in good health, are they wounded? 


[Bourgeois] No, they are in a quite good condition 
without any problem health or about malnutrition. And 
until now we do not receive in Guinea, wounded people. 


{Hazeley] How are the Liberian refugees in Guinea being 
treated by the Guinean authorities? Are they cooperating 
with them or do they hate their presence in their 
country? 


[Bourgeois] No, the military in Guinea accepted the 
refugees and helped the refugees with what they need. I 
mean for the health structure, it is no problem for all the 
refugees to go to the dispensary, to go to the hospital, and 
to get all the drugs or the care that they need. And we 
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support this project by trucks and by materiel medical 
{medical supplies], but there is no problem for accessi- 
bility to the health structure for the refugees. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Momoh Warns Against Violence in Upcoming Elections 
AB1601123490 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 15 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] President Momoh has issued a stern warning 
that anyone who indulges in thuggery, violence, and 
vandalism in the forthcoming general elections will be 
instantly disqualified and severely punished by the law. 
He described all forms of thuggery, violence, and van- 
dalism as vices of the past which should be forgotten. He 
reassured all Sierra Leoneans that as long as they are 
eligible within the law and regulations of the party, they 
will be entitled as aspirants. The clectorate too, he 
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maintained, is entitled to exercise their constitutional 
rights without fear or favor. 


The head of state was addressing a crowded meeting at 
the Bo Town Hall yesterday in his first provincial 
engagement in the New Year. He firmly (?reiterated) that 
there will be no interference in the process of the 
elections nor the designation of special presidential 
candidates to deter the free choice of the people from 
prevailing. [sentence as heard] [passage omitted] 


President Momoh also condemned the frequent occur- 
rences of ritual murder throughout the county, but more 
particularly in certain parts of the country. Such acts, he 
said, are not only criminal in themselves, but reflect a 
shameful practice for any nation with a reputable form 
of civilization. [passage omitted] 


Dr Momoh also clarified that the cancellation of dia- 
mond dealers’ licenses now implies that only Sierra 
Leoneans are entitled to them, and that foreigners who 
have valid licenses cannot enter the nvining areas. [pas- 
Sage Omitted] 
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